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   Line of ewes presented for judging during the Junior Division of the Romney show at NAILE. 

FROM THE ARBA PRESIDENT 

For me, this is always one of the best times of the year. The holiday season is rapidly 
approaching, weather is cooling down, and the anticipation of lambing season is build-
ing. While it is a busy time of year, it is also one that provides us the opportunity to re-
flect on the waning year, give thanks for the many blessings that we have, and spend 
time with family and friends. 
One of the more interesting developments over the past year has been the rise of the 
new plant-based meat substitutes on the market and in the minds of consumers. While 
plant-based meat substitutes have been around for decades, these new products are 
purported to be more realistic in taste, texture, and appearance than many of the prod-
ucts that have been on the market in the past. With several national restaurant chains 
offering a plant-based meat option on some of their products, the rate of adoption has 
been truly remarkable. 
So the question becomes, what is the major driver for this rapid adoption? U.S. con-
sumers have a plethora of choices when it comes to what they choose to consume. 
Many modern consumers want to purchase products because that product fulfills a 
need beyond satisfying their basic needs: they want a product that they believe was 
produced in an ethical way by people that truly care for their customers, their business, 
their community, and the planet. In the case of the meat substitutes, many are attract-
ed to the fact that these products are produced without the use of animals, and in a 
way that is marketed to be more environmentally friendly than via animal agriculture.  
I believe there is much that can be learned here in terms of how we market our farms 
and our products. We in the Romney breed are passionate about our animals. We 
work hard to ensure that they are well cared for, and we raise them to produce a pre-
mium product for the end consumer. We are producing the very product that modern 
consumers covet. As we are out there marketing our products, whether at the local 
farmer’s market, Etsy, Facebook, or anywhere, modern marketing requires more than 
simply displaying a product and a price. While a product is what the consumer is re-
ceiving, more and more consumers are actually buying the story behind that product.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Don Burgess 
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Romney Ramblings 
The Romney Ramblings is the newsletter 
of the American Romney Breeders Asso-
ciation.  The purpose of the Ramblings is 
to provide sheep industry news, high-
light the efforts of ARBA, announce 
events and activities, provide an outlet 
for promotion of your sheep and wool 
products and recognize the accomplish-
ments of the membership. 

Advertising in the Ramblings 
Full Page    $100  
1/2 Page    $75 
1/3 Page    $60 
1/4 Page    $35 
Card Ad      $20 
Classified Adsñ45 cents per word. 
 
Above rates are based on camera 
ready copy, sized to fit the space pur-
chased for the ad.  Ads prepared by 
the editor will be charged at $15 per 
hour, with a minimum fee of $15. 
 
Send all advertising information and 
news to:  JoAnn Mast 
              58221 Lee Valley Road 
   Coquille, OR  97423 
              (541) 572-3094 
            soromney@wildblue.net 
      secretary@americanromney.org 

 Welcome to our New Members  
Joining ARBA after July 1, 2019 

 
Morgan Fitzsimmons, Wisconsin - Junior 

Audrey Comerford, Oregon 
John Nightingale, Washington 

Elizabeth Deckman, Washington 
Marybeth Nightingale, Washington 

David & Carole Pine, Wisconsin 
Emily Peterson, Delaware - Junior 

Adrian Walden, Washington 
Brooke Young, Tennessee - Junior 
Johanna Jones, California - Junior 
Malya Hanson, Vermont - Junior 
Hattie Engel Hermann, California 

LaVonne Murray, Oregon 
Jennifer Marie Stocker, Connecticut - Junior 

Amy Wishart, Maine 
Jeff & Stacey Stump, Kansas 
Clara Stump, Kansas - Junior 
Michael Cornish, Washington 

Mia Welch, Washington - Junior 
Tim & Shannon Maxwell, Virginia                                   

Welcome to all of our new ARBA members in 2019.  Take time to introduce 
yourself to these new Romney breeders.  Contact information can be located 
on the ARBA website, membership directory. www.americanromney.org 

ARBA on Facebook  Check out the American Romney Breeders Association Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/americanromney. to see events, news and reminders about the 
association.  

ARBA on Instagram  ARBA now has an Instagram account for sharing events and news 
about the association.  Its handle is: @americanromney. 

Gaggle A new online email group has been formed as a way for members to share information 
about their sheep, management practices, events, etc. with each other more easily and be up to 
date on what the ARBA Board is working on.  It is hosted through Gaggle Email.  For more infor-
mation and how to join if you have not already received an introductory email, contact Carol 
Pasheilich, District 5 Director. 

ARBA Website  The ARBA website, americanromney.org, has information to assist with 
many of your association and production needs.  You can advertise your products and animals, 
read about management tools, review animal health needs, locate members in your region, read 
minutes of the board meetings and keep up to date with news submitted by your directors and 
district representatives. 

        Connecting With ARBA 

Mentoring Program 
Mentors are available to assist breeders with questions, discuss upcoming 
events, chat sheep and help promote the membership.  ARBA members 
have signed up as mentors, and this list is posted on the website.  

 

Flock Record Book:   
Provides general sheep infor-
mation and space to record 

lambs born and raised for 1 or 
several years. 

Price:  $3.00 postpaid. 

Order now from the  
ARBA Secretary. 

secretary 
@americanromney.org 

                 www.americanromney.org 
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District One—New England 

As I am writing this it is the first weekend in Novem-
ber.  The New England Fiber Festival is in full swing 
at the Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield, 
Massachusetts.  If you have not previously attended, I 
strongly encourage all to check it out.  They offer a 
variety of classes, vendors and a fleece sale.  It typi-
cally occurs the first full weekend in November. 
Currently, show and fiber festival season is winding 
down here in New England and people are beginning 
to prepare for winter and lambing season.  
This year’s Big E was again a success with 65 Rom-
neys shown.  Results are as follows: 
  CH Ram—Megan Higgins; RC Ram—Little Hooves 
(Carlisle); CH Ewe—Little Hooves (Carlisle); RC 
Ewe—Emma Rogers. 
  CH Natural Color Ram—Ethan Kennedy; RC Natural 
Color Ram—Teresa Hromis;  CH Natural Color 
Ewe—Teresa Hromis; RC Natural Color Ewe—Ethan 
Kennedy.  
Additionally, Romney junior members were competi-
tive in their respective showmanship classes with Ca-
dence Higgins placing first in the intermediate division 
and Teresa Hromis winning the senior division. 
Romney fleeces were also competitive in the fleece 
show with Melissa Cunningham winning Supreme 
Champion and Purebred Champion on a Natural Col-
ored Romney fleece.  Planning for ARBA’s annual 
meeting for 2020 is underway. It will be occurring at 
the New York Sheep and Wool Festival in Rhinebeck, 
New York in October 2020. Keep an eye on the web-
site and social media for hotel and dinner details. 
Hope to see many of you there.  
There are many fiber events occurring this coming 
spring throughout New England.  Be sure to check 
them out.  Wishing all a successful lambing season.  
If you have any show/fiber/Romney results, news, 
events or want to chat, contact me at: emmamor-
ton246@gmail.com 
Upcoming Events in District 1 
   Connecticut Sheep, Wool and Fiber Festival 
           April 25, 2020 
   New Hampshire Sheep and Wool Festival 
           May 9-10, 2020 
   Massachusetts Sheep and Woolcraft Fair 
           May 23-24, 2020 
 
Emma Morton Rogers, Director                                     
emmamorton246@gmail.com                                
401-470-5306 

  Rambling Roads ~ Notes from District Directors 

   District Two—Mid-Atlantic 
Show season is coming to a close here in District 2 as 
we prepare for winter and lambing time.  It isn’t even 
winter yet and we’ve already had frozen water troughs! 
Congratulations to all the Romney exhibitors on another 
fantastic year and good luck on the upcoming lambing 
season.                                                                      
Looking into 2020, the annual meeting is slated for the 
East Coast and it is time four our next District 2 regional 
show.  The board has chosen to have the ARBA Annual 
Meeting in conjunction with the New York State Sheep 
and Wool Festival the third weekend in October.  My 
hopes are to have our district show there as well, but we 
are still working on confirmation and details.  If anyone 
has any other suggestions, please send them my way.                          
Keep an eye out for forthcoming details and updates via 
the ARBA Facebook page and website.  District Face-
book groups, and the Junior Facebook group.  If you are 
in District 2 and have not already done so, please join 
our group, American Romney Breeders Association Dis-
trict 2, so that we can all share our sheep adventures, 
sales, and achievements.                                         
Please feel free to contact me anytime with questions, 
ideas, upcoming events, show and sale results, etc.  
Highlights of regional events include:      Maryland State 
Fair Long Wool Division—CH Ram and Ewe, Ethan Ken-
nedy; Best Fleece, Misty Rose Farm (Seyfert); Supreme 
CH Ewe, Ethan Kennedy and Supreme CH Fleece, 
Misty Rose Farm.  New York State Fair—Hayley Hares 
won Supreme Champion Fleece over all wool breeds.  
New York State Sheep and Wool Festival—Supreme 
Champion White Ewe in wool division was awarded 
Pitchfork Ranch 1049, Romney junior ewe lamb. 

Allison Seyfert, District Director                                     
MRFsheep@gmail.com                                                 
410-804-0492                                                           

Maryland State Fair Exhibitors: Supreme Champion 
Fleece on sheep winner was Misty Rose Farm and Su-
preme Champion Ewe in Long Wool Division was Ethan  
Kennedy, Thistle Down Farm. 

Romney Yahoo Group  
This method of communication has not been active, 
and may be discontinued.  Options still exist for simi-
lar means of connecting:  
americanromney@gaggle.email 
sheepcolorgenetics@gaggle.emai 
Facebook  and contacting ARBA mentors listed on 
the website, americanromney.org. 



District Three—Central 

Romneys Rule in the months of Au-
gust, September and October for 
District three breeders.                                    
In August, Romney breeders hit 
county fairs in Indiana, Ohio and 
Michigan; state fairs in Iowa and 
Michigan, and the Michigan Fiber 
Festival.  Melissa Wubben earned 
top honors at the Iowa State Fair by 
exhibiting the Champion Commercial 
Fleece with her white Romney ram 
fleece.                                           
The Michigan fiber Fest saw Rom-
neys well represented not only in the 
Open Sheep Show but in Vendor’s 
Booths, the fiber Arts Show, Fleece 
Show and the Junior Sheep activi-
ties.  We had juniors participating  
with their sheep and fiber arts not 
only from Michigan, but also from 
Indiana and Illinois.  A Romney Natu-
ral Color Spring Ewe Lamb owned by 
Penny Swearingen took Supreme 
Ewe Overall and Supreme Champion 
Fleece on Hoof.                             
Michigan State Fair saw Romney 
junior member Caitlin Plank win the 
MI State Fair Sheep Scholarship and 
her brother, Ethan Plank, exhibited 
both the Junior Show Supreme 
Champion Wool Breeds White Ram 
and Natural Color Ewe.  The Grand 
Champion Natural Color Fleece was 
a Romney fleece owned by Penny 
Swearingen.                                                                   
Activities continued in October with 
the Sauder Village Fiber Arts in Ohio 
and Fiber Expo in Michigan. Round-
ing out a great show season was the 
Romney Spring Ewe Lamb winning 
the Supreme Champion White Ewe 
at the New York Sheep and Wool 
Festival.  She was bred and owned 
by Cindy Cieciwa and Margaret Van-
Camp of Pitchfork Farms.                
To finish the show season, we have 
several juniors from several stated 
headed to the North American Inter-
national Livestock Exhibition in No-
vember.                                       
Looking outside of the show ring we 
find North Dakota Romney Breeder 
Teresa Perleberg (Bear Creek Felt-
ing) and her partner Chris Armbrust 
(Dakota Fiber Mill) very busy reno-
vating the Nome schoolhouse.     
When complete, the Nome School-
house will host a retail store, Fiber 
Mill, classrooms, a B&B and Event 
Center.  Teresa and her family run 
about 45 head of Romney ewes plus 
several other breeds on Bear Creek 
Ranch.                                                                                                                                                              
 

District 4—Oregon 
                                          
Early Oregon rains arrived here in 
the Willamette Valley in Septem-
ber. It rained week after week, but 
now we are having a break from 
the rain and are enjoying crisp au-
tumn mornings, sunny afternoons 
and all the vibrant colors that go 
with the season.     
The Oregon State Fair and Oregon 
Flock and Fiber are now complet-
ed.  There were many Romney 
breeders in attendance at both 
events, representing the breed in 
both the show ring and the fleece 
shows.  It was exciting to see youth 
participation from many new jun-
iors as well as our seasoned jun-
iors.    
District 4 will be having the annual 
Oregon Romney Breeders Associ-
ation Christmas meeting on De-
cember 14 at the home of Bessie 
and Sue Kalina. In addition to a 
business meeting, we will have a 
potluck lunch, gift exchange and 
fund raising raffle. 
2020 will also be the year for Dis-
trict 4 to host a regional ARBA 
show, so watch for details as more 
decisions are made. 
I hope to see everyone at the 
ORBA meeting on the 14th.   
 
Nicole Murray, District Director   
coveredbridgefiber@gmail.com 
541-900-0038 

Director Reports Continued 
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National Romney Show Fleece Plac-
ings at Wisconsin Sheep and Wool 
Festival                                                 
Division 1                                                                       
1st & Champion in Division—Melissa 
Wubben                                             
2nd & Res Champ in Division—
Feehan Family Farm                      
3rd—Penny Swearingen                               
4th—Elisabeth Davis                                                      
Division 2                                                                        
1st & Champion in Division—Penny 
Swearingen                                      
2nd & Res Champ in Division—
Elisabeth Davis                                   
3rd & 4th—Melissa Wubben 
A total of 20 fleeces were exhibited, 11 
Natural Color and 9 White. 
Summary of National Romney Sale 
held during the WI Sheep and Wool 
Festival 
20 Lots Sold averaging $545. 
White Romneys— 10 head averaged 
$640 
Natural Color Romneys—10 head av-
eraged $450 
Rams averaged $630                    
Ewes averaged $480                       
Eight consignors spanning the dis-
tance between exhibitors from east to 
west was 2,853 miles.  Twenty one 
buyers from 11 different states signed 
up for the sale. 
 
Penny Swearingen, District Director 
pswearingen@dmcibb.net 
517-610-1421 

District 5—Pacific 
 

It is a quiet time in District 5.  Shepherds 
are busy preparing for spring lambing and 
the onslaught of winter weather.  And the 
holidays!   
There is no ‘Meet a Shepherd” in this is-
sue.  There will be one in the spring issue.  
Once again, if you would like to be fea-
tured in The Ramblings, please contact 
me.   
I urge every ARBA member to keep tract 

of their Board’s activities by reading the 

minutes of our meetings on the ARBA 

website, americanromney.org. 

Carol Pasheilich, District Director          

tawandafarms53@att.net                        

530-459-0966 
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Hello from District 6! 
 
Breeding season is in full swing for all of us and it’s always an exciting time for every shepherd to imagine the beautiful 
lambs that will be coming in the spring!   
The primary objective of ARBA is to educate the membership and promote the breed.  I’d like to share with you a story 
about a new district member that supports these objectives.  I met Helene Dooley, Skybrooke Farm, from Mocksville, 
North Carolina last spring while she was shopping for lambs to grow her starter flock.  She is an enthusiastic new shep-
herd who shares a love for Romneys as we all do! 
I asked her to write about herself and her farm, and her response follows.  She also mentioned a YouTube video that 
she saw of a beautiful natural color ram being sheared.  That ram was ours that w purchased from Anchorage Farm in 
Saugerties, New York.  ARBA is as great as its breeders….so a big thanks to Stephen Shafer, Anchorage Farm. 
Helene’s Report: 
I have dreamed of having sheep since I was a little girl.  A white sheep to lead around on a halter at the fair.  At that time 
we didn’t have room on the farm for sheep and then we moved to Charlotte where was an HOA.  Happily, I moved back 
to my hometown, Mocksville, NC, a year ago and put a plan together to have sheep.  I researched breeds, talked to 
breeders, spun different types of wool and then I fell in love with the Romney breed.  It was love at first video!  I found a 
YouTube video of a gorgeous natural colored Romney ram being shard.  The ram ’s fleece was a charcoal grey to a sil-
ver grey and was stunning and I immediately started looking for Romney wool to play with.  February 2019 I brought 
home my beautiful flock of 8 ewes and since then I have added more and now we have 16 sheep on 16 acres. 
With the new sheep that came from a wonderful breeder, mentor and now genuine friend, I had sheep that I could show.  
For 2 months I halter trained two lambs, Aria and Carson, and with patience I learned to work through the sheep flops, 
jumping in the air and the walking and pulling in the wrong direction. 
The Dixie Classic Fair in Winston, North Carolina, has been a tradition in my family for as long as I can remember.  It 
wasn’t the rides that we went on but it was visiting the animal barns and agricultural exhibits that we looked forward to 
every year.  This year I was so excited that my very own sheep would be on display with a little sign that said     
“Skybrooke Farm—Romney Sheep” 
I watched fitting videos and tried my best to copy what they were doing.  Mine might not have been the best fitted Rom-
ney sheep to ever enter the show ring, but I enjoyed every minute working with them and it helped to talk with fellow 
sheep owners about the craft of showmanship.  Looking out 
at the show ring the day before the show was incredible as I 
reflected on how much I have learned in the last 8 months; 
from pasture management, hand spinning our wool, hoof 
trimming, parasite checks, and more.  All has been so worth-
while just to look into our pasture and see happy sheep 
grazing in the field. 
Our first sheep show (October) we did better than I could 
have dreamed, we came home with first place for both ram 
and ewe lamb, reserve grand champion for both, and sec-
ond in best opposite sex lambs.  It was a childhood dream 
come true! I met so many wonderful people that helped me 
set up my sheep pens and gave me tips about going in the 
show ring.  Next year will be even better. 
My son, Mason, helped as much as any toddler could and 
fed both Aria and Carson every morning.  I can’t wait for him 
to get involved showing his sheep in 4-H when he is older.  
Mason is precious to watch as he carries a bucket of feed to 
his bottle baby ram lamb Mitt very day while I take care of 
the rest of the flock. 
My goal for the farm is to be an educational agricultural farm 
where families can come and visit the sheep, alpacas, and 
our newest addition, a Jersey cow.  They can learn how to 
care for animals, manage a farm and flock, understand 
where wool comes from and the intricate process of turning 
fiber into yarn. This year has been so full of learning and 
growing as a shepherdess. I hope that one day I can share 
that with others.  
 
Betsy McPherson, District Director 
loveewefarm@gmail.com 
804-883-5078 

New Breeder in District Six 
Helene Dooley has checked another item from her 
bucket list, she is a sheep owner. Shown with Aria 
and Carson, her show entries in 2019, indicates she 
did well in year one.  



White & Natural   Colored Breeding Stock 
 
 
 
 

510 Centerton Road         856-866-1747 (home) 
   Moorestown, NJ 08057     609-760-0399 (cell) 

www.LittleHoovesRomneys.com 
email: c.carlisle@littlehoovesromneys.com 

  

        The Carlisle Family 
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Thanks to the efforts of 
many, the Ramblings is 
filled with information re-
lating to many topics.  
The district reports help 
connect breeders and 
encourage them to attend 
events within driving dis-
tance.  Interviews and 
letters from members are 
always an added feature, 
and if you have some-
thing to contribute, please 
send it in.   

The Ramblings is distrib-
uted three times each 
year, with a winter edition 
published in December, a 

spring/summer posting 
done in May/June and a 
fall newsletter sent out 
prior to the annual meet-
ing, usually in September. 
 
Distribution of the newslet-
ter is done via email, so 
sending changes to your 
email is important if you 
want to receive this and 
other messages from the 
association.  The Ram-
blings is also posted on 
the ARBA website, ameri-
canromney.org.  Past is-
sues can be obtained if  

you want to do some re-
search. If you have no 
email listed, a paper copy 
of the Ramblings will be 
mailed. 
 
This edition includes a 
variety of opportunities 
for members to become 
involved in the work of 
the committees and plans 
that keep the board mem-
bers engaged and work-
ing for you.  
 
JoAnn Mast, Editor 
secretary@americanromney.org 

Photo at Left:  Pitchfork Ranch spring ewe lamb took top honors 
at the New York Sheep & Wool Festival, Supreme Long Wool Ewe. 

Fleece Photos Below: 
Left—Melissa Wubben 
exhibited the Res. CH 
Romney fleece at the 
National Romney Show. 
Center—Junior member 
Madison Feehan  re-
ceived the Champion 
fleece at Wood Co. Fair 
in Ohio. 
Right—Grand Champi-
on Natural Colored 
fleece at the Michigan 
State Fair was entered 
by Penny Swearingen. 
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January 6-9: Texas A&M Shearing School, San Angelo 
AgriLife.org/sheepandgoat 

January 16-18: Utah State Univ. Shearing School, 
Wellsville.  Eventbrite.com/e/usu-sheep-shearing-
school-2020 

January 22-25: ASI Annual Convention, Scottsdale.  
SheepUSA.org 

February 8: Lambing Q&A, Bellingham.                         
lydiasflock@gmail.com 

March 4-5: Missouri Shearing School, Lincoln Univer.   
Jefferson City.  rollakadens@embarqmail.com 

March 7: Indian Shearing School, Purdue University.  
IndianaSheep.com 

March 13-14: Maryland Shearing School, Fairplay.    
adgeiman75@gmail.com 

March 14-15: Northeast Shearing School, Meredith NY 
Doug Rathke at 320-587-6094 

March 20-22: Moffat County Shearing School, Craig 
Colorado. Eventbrite.com/e/2020-moffat-country-
sheep-shearing-school-tickets. 

April 6-10: Washington State Shearing School, Moses 
Lake.  smithsm@wsu.edu 

April 11: Washington State Advanced Shearing School 
smithsm@wsu.edu 

Mid-April: Tennessee Shearing School, Murfreesboro.    
shepherdboy1@yahoo.com 

April 25: Connecticut Sheep, Wool & Fiber Festival 

May 1-3: Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival 

May 9-10: New Hampshire Sheep & Wool Festival 

May 14-17: Oregon Shearing School, Roseburg.  
johnandpeggyfine@charter.net 

  

May 23-24: Massachusetts Sheep & Woolcraft Fair 

June 26-28:   Black Sheep Gathering, Eugene, Oregon 

August 20-25:  Oregon State Fair Open Sheep & Wool 
Shows, Salem.  Oregon Romney Breeders Association 
Open Wool Show in conjunction with State Fair wool 
show. 

September     BigE Wool Breed Sheep & Wool Show, 
West Springfield, MA. 

September 4-6:   Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival in 
Jefferson, WI. 

October 15-18: District 2 Regional Romney Show at the 
New York Sheep and Wool Festival, Rhinebeck. 

October 16:  ARBA annual meeting and dinner, Rhine-
beck, New York. 

November    NAILE Open and Junior Romney Sheep 
Shows.  District 6 sponsored Romney Open Wool Show 

Sponsors Needed For  
2020 Futurity Program 
If you sell animals to junior members, con-
sider becoming a sponsor of that member 
and animal(s).  A $20 fee per animal will al-
low you to be recognized as the breeder and 
provide an extra premium for the buyer, 
based on placings and number of shows en-
tered.  See details on the website. 
Advertise your yearling ewes and ewe 
lambs, then sell and sponsor your animals.  
You are recognized and your sheep are 
shown at several events during the show 
season 

     E/C PLANK 
  Natural Colored Romneys  
 

    2871 W. Hallett Road                                                                                    
    Hillsdale, MI 49242      
        (517) 437-2984 
     cwplank@sbcglobal.net   
       Ethan & Caitlin Plank                                                              

                
òHome of the 2019 National Romney Show    
Champion Natural Colored Ram & Eweó 
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Contact  
Information 
 American  

Romney Breeders  
Association 

 

Don Burgess, President 
23960 Township Road 56 

Ada, OH  45810 
president 

@americanromney.org 
(330) 317-3327 

 

Anne McIntyre-Lahner 
Vice President 

2577 Boston Post Road 
Guilford, CT  06437 
olympiafarm@att.net 

vp@americanromney.org
(203) 458-3070 

 

Charlene Carlisle 
Director At Large 
510 Centerton Road 

Moorerstown, NJ  08057 
c.carlisle@littlehooves 

romneys.com 
(856) 866-1747 

 

Rick Trojanoski 
Director At Large 

81 Young Street 
East Hampton, CT 06424 

(860) 759-9334 
 

Scott Culver 
Director At Large 

3455 N.E. Granger Road 
Corvallis, OR  97330 

scott.culver@oregonstate.edu 

(541) 231-3398 
 

JoAnn Mast 
ARBA Secretary/Treasurer 

58221 Lee Valley Road 
Coquille, OR 97423 

secretary@americanromney.org 
 

Associated Sheep  
Registries 

P.O. Box 231  420A Lincoln 
Wamego, KS 66547 

(785) 456-8500 
 

Romney Ramblings  
Editor 

JoAnn Mast 
58221 Lee Valley Road 

Coquille, OR  97423 
soromney@wildblue.net 

(541) 572-3094 

Secretary or  
Registrar? 

When should you send 
information to the ARBA 
secretary and when 
should you send paper-
work to Associated Reg-
istries? 
General association 
questions can be di-
rected to the secretary 
or any board members. 
Membership, futurity 
and fund raising monies 
are sent to the secre-
tary. 
Information for the Rom-
ney Ramblings and the 
ARBA website is sent to 
the secretary. 
Animal registrations and 
transfers are sent to As-
sociated Registries in 
Wamego, Kansas. 
Pedigree searches and 
requests are done by 
Associated Registries. 
If paperwork for the reg-
istrar is sent to the sec-
retary, an added week 
or more will be added to 
the processing time. 

Welcome Rolland     
Rolland Randal  

Fergason   
Born: October 29, at  

12:19 p.m. 
Weight: 7 lbs. 4 ozs. 
Length: 19.5 inches 

Mother: Nicole Murray 
District 4 Director      

Father: Zack Fergason 
Grandmothers:          

LaVonne Murray       
Janice (Kalina) Fergason 

JoAnn Mast &  
Kathleen Zappelli 

 
58221 Lee Valley Road 
 Coquille, OR  97423      

 
541-572-3094 (home)  
541-290-2103 (cell) 

 
 soromney@wildblue.net

  
southernoregonromney-

sonline.com 



 
  

 
 

 
 

 
   RECESSIVELY COLORED       WHITE          DOMINANT COLORED  
  
                òWe do not show anymoreéé.but our genetics sure doó  

Congratulations to the following Romney breeders for their  
faith in our breeding program! 

  
Pitchfork Ranch, Michigan 
   Supreme White Ewe 2019 New York State Sheep & Wool Festival Anchorage 

Bloodlines Breeding 

  
Melissa Cunningham, Connecticut 

Supreme Fleece 2019 Big E on a fleece from òJakeó 
Supreme Ram at Goshen and Durham Fairs awarded òJakeó 

Sire of òJakeó is Anchorage 1421 
  

Courtney Lyman, Massachusetts 
Lyman 1801ñBest Nat. Color Fleece 2018 NAILE Junior Show 

Lyman 1802ñChampion Nat. Color Romney Ewe NEYSS & Sussex, NJ 
These twin ewes are out of an Anchorage ewe 

  
Tabitha Westermann, New Jersey 

Champion & Res. Champion Romney Ewe - 2019 Sussex, NJ 4-H Show 
Champion Romney Ram  -  2019 Sussex, NJ 4-H Show 
These three Romneys are all Anchorage breeding 

  
Penny Freeman Kemp, Connecticut 

Champion Ram and Best Fleece with Anchorage Farm 1661  
at 2019 New Jersey Sheep & Fiber Festival 
Champion Ram at local 4-H Show, also AF1661 

  
Kylee Cole, New York 
Reserve Champion Natural Colored Longwool Ewe at Dutchess County Fair  

 
 
  

Contact us early for all your show and breeding needs! 
  
        Owners                         To Our Romney Friends                       Inquiries To 
Stephen & Lizbeth                   Merry Christmas                           Graeme Stewart 
        Shafer                                          &                                          845-399-2379 
                                                 Happy New Year                anchorage1@earthlink.net  
 
 

         Anchorage Farm   8 Mynderse Street  Saugerties, New York   
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Celebrate in 2020! 
 Add Romney ewes to 
 your list of resolutions. 
 
As the new year approaches and you evaluate your breeding flock, be 
sure to take advantage of the various ways to contact Romney produc-
ers.  You will be receiving a membership directory of all ARBA members 
later this spring, and it lists the contacts for all senior and junior mem-
bers.  The ARBA website, americanromney.org, has two listings to assist 
when shopping; the membership list, which can be pulled up by districts, 
and the classified ads. The Ramblings newsletter also contains ads by 
producers and show/sale results from recent events. 
 
If you are in need of sheep, whether ewes, rams or lambs, be sure to 
contact sellers early. If sheep are going to need to be transported, try to 
find events in your area where trailers may be coming in and able to as-
sist in the movement of your animals.  This will take extra time to allow for 
health certificates, payment for transport and making arrangements of 
how, where and when your sheep will be delivered, transported and load-
ed/unloaded. 
 
Prices vary for many reasons, so shopping is usually rewarded.  The 
price, including transport, may be less from some farms.  This may be 
due to the local market, the need to reduce flock size, the desire of the 
seller to have animals promoted at shows and sales by the new owners, 
and the need to make business decisions that provide the income and 
expense balance that allow for continued production.   
 
Think about entering 2020 with a plan, and if that includes the purchase 
of additional stock, start shopping now and asking for information. 

 Membership Renewals 
 
ARBA memberships expire at the 
end of January each year.  If you 
have sent in your payment for dues, 
starting November 1, 2019, do not 
respond to the renewal letter that you 
will receive before the end of 2019.  
When labels are printed, all current 
members are included, regardless of 
whether the membership expires in 
2020 or 2021.  Check your records to 
avoid paying twice. 
 
You are encouraged to send the pay-
ment and application for renewal or 
new memberships to the ARBA sec-
retary in Oregon, rather than to As-
sociated Registries in Kansas.  It al-
lows the directory and website to be 
updated if there are changes, and to 
provide all needed information for the 
ARBA secretary. 
 
New directories will be printed and 
distributed to the membership in 
March/April 2020.  Renew by Febru-
ary 1 to be included in the member-
ship directory. 

Mentoring Options 
 
If you have questions regarding your 
sheep management, here are two 
options to consider.  The ARBA web-
site has a list of breeders who have 
agreed to serve as mentors and who 
can be contacted with questions on a 
variety of topics. 
Secondly, Kim Goodling has devel-
oped an online course and trainings 
for shepherds.  The course is an ex-
tension of the work she has been 
doing on her farm, pulling from 15 
years of shepherding and 30 years of 
teaching experience. It is her way of 
giving back to the sheep community 
and offer sup                           ort to 
new shepherds just starting out as 
well as master shepherds wanting to 
work towards running a profitable 
farm business. 
Visit Vermont Farm School here: 
https://www.vermontfarmschool. 

ASI Convention 
 
You are invited to the 2020 
ASI Convention starting on 
Wednesday, January 22.  
Join us in Scottsdale, Arizo-
na: Meeting alongside ASI 
are the American Lamb 
Board, American Goat Feder-
ation, ASI Women, Food and 
fiber Risk Managers, Make It 
With Wool, National Lamb 
Feeders Association, National 
Livestock Producer                                                                                                                                  
s Association, National Sheep 
Improvement Program, Na-
tional Sheep Industry Im-
provement Center, Sheep 
Heritage Foundation, Sheep 
Venture Company and the 
Western Range Association. 
Go to ASI for details. 

Show/Sale Results 
The following websites provide the 
complete listings for recent shows 
and sales. 
Big E: thebige.com/p/competition/
livestock1/sheep 
 
National Show:     https://
wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com/
sheep-shows/open                               
-sheep-show 
 
National Sale:      http://
www.bannersheepmagaxine.com/
saleaverages/2019NatRom19 
 
Wisconsin Fleece Show:  https://
wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com/
competitions/fleece-show-sales 
 
Rhinebeck Fleece Show and Sale: 
https://shepandwool.com/for-
exhibitors/fleece-sale/ 
 
NAILE: livestockexpo.org/NAILE-
homepage 



¶ ARBA Registered 
¶ White & Natural  

Colored Romneys 
¶ Classic Romney Lines 

& Looks 
¶ Fleece, Carded Wool & Yarn 
¶ Breeding Stock 
¶ Good Temperament 
 
Current Stud Rams: Aurora 240/12 
Aurora 138/17 & Ram Hill 224/14 

Thompson Romneys 
 

Randy & Elaine Thompson 
4004 50th St. Ct. E., Tacoma, WA 98443 
(253) 926-8150  Randy@bpfarms.com 
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NAILE Fleece Show 
Top: Reserve Champion 

Wool Breed Fleece 
was exhibited by Pen-
ny Swearingen. 
Center: 1st Place Nat-
ural Colored Coarse 
fleece was awarded to 
Ethan Plank. 
Bottom: Ethan also 
had the 1st place Mar-
ket division fleece. 
 
Watch for information 
on the 2020 Romney 
Wool Show at NAILE. 
Sponsored by District 
6, contact is Betsy 
McPherson. 

American Romney Breeders Futurity Results 2019 

The Romney Futurity Program was well received this year with 30 nominations from 11 
breeders in 8 states.  The 8 states covered both the east coast, west coast and states in 
between.  The 12 youth came from 8 states (both coasts as well), with 22 head of sheep 
that actively participated in the program.  Not all sheep nominated actually participate in 
the program, they might have been purchased for an adult, never shown or show paper-
work never submitted.  The money collected from nominations are completely distributed 
among the participants based on their individual placings and a percentage of total funds.  
Ewe lambs and yearling ewes can be self-nominated or nominated by the seller.  Nomina-
tion fee is $20.  Complete rules are listed on the ARBA’s web site under the Junior tab.  
Congratulations to all that supported this program.  Submitted by Charlene Carlisle. 
 
2019 ARBA Futurity results as follows: 
White Romney Division:  
Home Raised Ewe Lamb: 
 Catherine Hromis (NH) Winding Wicks 1901  1

st
 Place  

Owned Ewe Lambs: 
 Taylor Young (TN)          Hacker 225  1

st
 Place 

 Madison Feehan (OH) Little Hooves 940  2
nd

 Place 
 Ava Jo Hayes (NJ) Little Hooves 957  3

rd
 Place 

 Anne Nichols (OR)            SOR 1447  4
th
 Place 

 Malorie Schmoll (WI) Little Hooves 925  5
th
 Place 

 Malorie Schmoll (WI) Little Hooves 949  6
th
 Place 

 Anne Nichols (OR)           Kalina 909  7
th
 Place 

 Hunter Hayes (NJ) Little Hooves 917  8
th
 Place 

 Lydia Henry (OH) Little Hooves 961  9
th
 Place 

Owned Yearling Ewes:  
Catherine Hromis (NH) Little Hooves 7169  1

st
 Place 

 Malorie Schmoll (WI)   Thistle Down 807  2
nd

 Place 
 Lydia Henry (OH) Little Hooves 7164  3

rd
 Place 

 Courtney Lyman (MA)   Thistle Down 801  4
th
 Place 

                                                                                     Continued on page 12  
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2019 Futurity Results continued 
 
Natural Colored Romney Division: 
Owned Ewe Lambs: 
 Madison Feehan (OH) Little Hooves 905  1

st
 Place 

 Channing Farmer (IN) Little Hooves 997  2
nd

 Place 
 Lindsey Schmoll (WI)     E/C Plank 1911   3

rd
 Place 

 Lindsey Schmoll (WI)     E/C Plank 1914   4
th
 Place 

Home Raised Yearling Ewes: 
 Teresa Hromis (NH) Winding Wicks 0058  1

st
 Place 

 Courtney Lyman (MA) Lyman 1802   2
nd

 Place 
 Courtney Lyman (MA) Lyman 1801   3

rd
 Place 

Owned Yearling Ewes:  
Lindsey Schmoll (WI) E/C Plank 1820   1

st
 Place 

NAILE Show Results: Junior & Open 
 
North American International Livestock Expo held their annual livestock 
show in November 2019.  All species of livestock were exhibited in the 
famous show ring on the prestigious GREEN shavings.  Thousands of 
spectators viewed the shows at Louisville, Kentucky and many, many 
more watched from home on the live-stream web cast.  The internet has 
brought a whole new aspect to the show world. 
All of the Romney Junior Exhibitors received a black back pack with the 
Romney logo on one side, this is a gift for supporting and exhibiting sheep 
at our Romney show.  Generous donations received from Thistledown 
Farm to help purchase the awards. 
The Romney Junior Spectacular show was the first weekend of the sheep 
shows.   The Romney's were well represented with 32 head entered.  Ex-
hibitors were: Ethan and Caitlin Plank (MI), Teresa and Catherine Hromis 
(NH), Andrew and Madison Feehan (OH), Courtney Lyman (MA), Taylor 
and Brooke Young (TN), Channing Farmer (IN), Claire Von Behrens (IL), 
and Morgan Fitzsimmons (WI).  Judging the youth show was Katherine 
Kuykendall from Wisconsin.  Champion Ram went to Catherine Hromis on 
the Junior White Ram Lamb and Reserve Champion Ram went to Teresa 
Hromis on an Intermediate NC Ram Lamb. Champion Ewe went to Cathe-
rine Hromis with her January White Ewe Lamb, Reserve Champion Ewe 
went to Catherine Hromis with her White Yearling Ewe. Best White Fleece 
on the hoof went to Catherine Hromis on the Yearling Ewe and Best Col-
ored Fleece on the hoof went to Teresa Hromis on a Junior Ewe Lamb.  
Best Romney Ewe Head went to Catherine Hromis with her White Year-
ling Ewe. Best Romney Ram Head went to Teresa Hromis on the NC In-
termediate Ram Lamb. 
Ending of the Junior show was the supreme drive for the rams and ewes. 
In the ewe drive the Romney Ewe Lamb was pulled for the final 5 to be 
evaluated again, what a thrill for the Hromis sisters.  Congratulations to all 
exhibitors, the sheep were well presented and of outstanding quality. 
The Open Show was held on Thursday, November 21, 2019. White and 
Natural Colored had their own divisions, 68 head walked over the green 
shaving and were judge by Alex Wolf from Ohio.  Grand Champion White 
Ram was a Winter ram lamb owned by Little Hooves Romney's and Re-
serve Champion went to Ethan Kennedy with the 2

nd
 Winter Ram Lamb.  

Grand Champion Ewe was a Yearling Ewe owned by Little Hooves Rom-
ney's and Reserve Champion Ewe was on a Winter Ewe Lamb owned by 
Catherine Hromis.  Best White Fleece on the hoof was a Spring Ewe 
Lamb owned by Cassidy Lobdell.  Premier Exhibitor of White Romney 
went to Little Hooves Romney's.                               Continued on page 13 

Photos:  Catherine and Teresa Hromis with their class winning Romneys. 



NAILE Results continued Grand Champion Natural Color Ram was a Yearling Ram owned by Ethan Kennedy 
and Reserve Champion Ram went to Teresa Hromis on Spring Ram Lamb.  Grand Champion Natural Color Ewe was a 
Yearling Ewe owned by Teresa Hromis and Reserve Champion Ewe was on Spring Ewe Lamb owned by Ethan Kenne-
dy. Best Natural Colored Fleece on the hoof was the Winter Ram Lamb owned by Caitlin Plank.  Premier Exhibitor of 
Natural Colored Romney was Ethan Kennedy. 
At the ending of the week they always have the supreme show for the open breeders, all breeds are represented in the 
line-up stretching from end to end of the show ring. 
In the Ram drive the White Romney Champion Ram was pulled for the final 4 to be evaluated again, what a thrill and a 
heart pounding experience for Little Hooves Romney's. 
Over all, the Romney show had slightly lower entries than 2018. Super good set of sheep from top to bottom of all of the 
classes. In 2020, the Romney's will be showing Thursday at the end of the week, all breeds are now on a rotation in 
showing. 
In the Wool (fleece) show there is one class for the white Romney ram/ewe fleece. Six fleeces were shown in the class, 
1

st
 was 3LNS Farm- Penny Swearingen, 2

nd
 was Kalina Family, 3

rd
 was Madison Feehan, 4

th
 was Ethan Plank. The 1

st
 

place fleece of Penny Swearingen was also the Reserve Champion Wool Breed Fleece. 
In the Natural Colored division, they are split by grades, Ethan Plank had 1st place Long Ram and 1st place Coarse Ram/
Ewe. 
Next year, we are planning on having a Romney Fleece show so plan now to save some room on your trailers to pack a 
few fleeces. 
This show is the one of the few premier livestock shows in the United States.   The promotion of the Romney at this 
event is unmeasured. Romney's are alive and well and have a lot to offer the sheep industry.  It is up to all Romney 
Breeders to keep us in the fore front with a positive image, positive press and a positive bottom line. 
Romney Superintendent of NAILE 
Willis Plank 

Junior Members at 
NAILE 2019 

Members working and promot-
ing Romneys in the show ring.  
 
A group of most of the ARBA 
youth taking part in NAILE activ-
ities. 
 
A big thank you to Thistle Down 
Farms for providing each ARBA 
Junior member exhibiting at 
NAILE with a backpack sporting 
the ARBA logo and NAILE Jun-
ior Show 2019. 
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Annual Meeting 2020 
The annual meeting of the American Romney Breeders Association will be held during the New York Sheep and Wool 
Festival, to be held October 16-18, 2020 in Rhinebeck, New York. Early plans include following an agenda similar to pre-
vious years, with meetings of the board taking place Friday morning and Saturday morning, and the general meeting and 
dinner of the membership being held Friday evening. 
Lodging reservations can be made now, using the following information to secure rooms at the Hampton Inn & Suites in 
Poughkeepsie, New York were a block of rooms has been reserved.  This location is approximately 20 minutes from the 
festival grounds. 
     Call or visit the website to make your reservation.   Phone: 1-(845) 463-7500   
    https://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/P/POUNYHX-ARB-20201015/index.jhtml?WT.mc id=POG  
Use the following, whether calling or going on-line: 
Group Name: American Romney Breeders Association 
Group Code: ARB 
Available Dates: October 15 check in through October 18 check out 
Hotel Name: Hampton Inn & Suites Poughkeepsie 
Hotel Address:  2361 South Road 
                   Poughkeepsie, NY 12601       
Room Rates:  $119 plus tax per night 
Room Types:  2 Queen or King 
 

District 2 Regional Show 
Plan now to make this a show to attend.  It will be held during the New York Sheep and Wool Festival in Rhinebeck, NY. 
It will also be held during the date of the ARBA annual dinner and meeting.  This is a great time to share your stories and 
your sheep and wool with other Romney Breeders.  October 15-18, 2020. 
 

District 6 Regional Wool Show 
Check the NAILE wool show results, and be prepared to have your name added to the list in 2020.  District 6 will support 
a Romney Wool Show during NAILE.  Plans are getting started, so watch the ARBA website for details. 
 

2020 Election of Directors 
ARBA elections are held annually to maintain a full complement of officers to conduct work for the association.  This 
year, there will be one Director at Large position to fill, and District Directors will be needed for Districts 2, 4 and 6.  The 
method for securing candidates includes self-nomination, a willingness of the current director to continue to serve and be 
placed on the ballot, and the submission of names obtained by the nominating committee.  If you, or someone you know 
is interested in serving on the board, Directors at Large nominate District Directors and District Directors submit names 
for the Director at Large position.   
 

2020 Election Process and Dates 
March 10 to April 10: Self nominations submitted to the ARBA president 
April 1: Nominating Committee begins candidate search 
May 1:  Nominating Committee submits slate of officers 
May 15: Candidate Statements due to ARBA secretary 
May 25:  Ballots mailed to active members (members with dues paid by April 1) 
June 10: Ballots returned to ARBA secretary 
July 10:  Election results posted by ARBA president 
October 16: ARBA annual meeting and induction of new directors 
 

Membership Renewals and Directory 
All ARBA memberships expire January 31.  Payments received after November 1, 2019 for active memberships in 2019, 
expire January 31, 2021.  All memberships, new and renewals, received from now through November 1, 2020 will expire 
January 31, 2021.  Members wanting to be listed in the 2019-20 Membership Directory need to have dues paid by Feb-
ruary 1, 2020.  Members wanting to receive a ballot for the 2020 election need to activate their memberships by April 1. 
Please send memberships, new and renewals, to the ARBA secretary. Include payment and the membership form found 
in your renewal letter or on the home page of the ARBA website, americanromney.org. 
 

Junior Memberships and Voting 
Junior members are not eligible to vote, unless they are 18-21 years old and have paid the $25 active (senior) member-
ship. Paying the senior membership does not restrict you from showing in the junior division shows, it just allows you to 
be a voting member of the association and a candidate for board positions. 
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If the month of December is free of mishaps, I will have completed a year with no surgeries, physical therapy 
sessions, or other repairs. It has taken time, but I am back in the role of doing, not watching as someone else 
moves hay, grain and sheep. There is hope, so for those of you healing from whatever planned or unex-
pected events, be patient. 
Sheep management for me has a new look.  We have bred ewes ready to lamb in January, but there are 18, 
not 60. We have white and natural colored Romney ewes, and two crossbred meat ewes that were to relo-
cate, but did not. The reduction in the ewe flock allows me to continue with my breeding program and be able 
to do the work with limited assistance. 
Serving as the secretary of ARBA keeps me involved in the sheep industry and the advancements being 
made within various breed associations. ARBA has an active board when compared to other associations. 
ARBA also has a diverse membership, with junior members owning sheep before they are up and walking, to 
senior (active) members who are walking with assistance. The flock size varies greatly, from 2 to 200, as 
does the purpose for having sheep.  Whether the sheep are used to graze a small lot, clear brush, produce 
meat, wool and milk, serve as educational projects or be the means for enjoyment at fairs and festivals, all 
are included in the ARBA registry. 
How can you promote and grow ARBA? When you purchase Romney sheep, ask about the pedigree and 
registration status. Although you may not have a preference for registered, ARBA does. Every sheep that is 
registered helps maintain the genetic pool and offer diversity to those seeking new bloodlines. You may only 
use the registration paper once a year, when registering lambs, but that effort is appreciated by ARBA and 
other Romney breeders. The same is true when selling, take time to transfer the animals and allow the new 
owner to continue to raise recorded, registered Romneys. 
Why maintain my membership? The association operates on funds collected from memberships, transfers of 
sheep ownership and registrations of Romney sheep. Additional income is raised from solicitations to support 
specific activities, such as the youth futurity, special awards at fairs and festivals, and raffles that typically 
fund youth events. When membership fees are sent directly to the secretary, the total amount goes to ARBA. 
Each membership, animal transfer and registration that is processed by Associated Registries is done so with 
payment to them for their service. Taking time to send membership forms and renewals to the ARBA secre-
tary helps reduce the fees owed the registrar. 
Why be a member? Whether you have 2 sheep or 200 sheep, your membership fee and cost for registrations 
and transfers is the same. All junior members pay the same rate, and all senior members pay the same rate.  
As a member, you have access to information included in the newsletter and on the website. You can contact 
members on the mentor list to assist in answering questions. You have a list of officers and board members 
to rely on for help with sheep health, paperwork, promotion and sales. You also have the ability to attend an-
nual meetings of ARBA. This provides an opportunity to meet other members, become involved in the direc-
tion the association is taking, serve as a member of the board or on one of many committees.  Make plans 
now to be in Rhinebeck, New York for the 2020 meeting in October.  

ARBA Strategic Plan Update by Anne McIntyre-Lahner 
 

A summary of the work-to-date on the strategic plan developed in 2018 includes the following:  Using an outcome-
focused process, the board identified: 
 
    A big-picture outcome including a BWAG (Big Wooly Audacious Goal) - Romney shepherds succeed 
       (financially, in the show ring, with fleece, animal and meat sales, and or as fiber artists) and Romney sheep thrive    
       (are  healthy, produce sturdy, healthy lambs, meet the breed standard, and win at exhibition). 
    What success in achieving that outcome looks like as measured by sales (meat, fleece, yarn…) health (fertility and 
       weaning, flock health, size of the U.S. Romney flock) and some additional measures. 
    Specific actions the board prioritized for the 2018-2019 year, in order to help achieve the outcome: 
         Increase use of social media and engaging younger members 
         Increase ease of navigating the on-line Ramblings newsletter 
         Upgrade or replace the ARBA website 
         Launch an on-line discussion group to share information, engage in Q and A, and increase opportunities for  
         engagement (Gaggle group) 
         Identify and designate knowledgeable members to serve as mentors to newer members. 
 
 The 2019-2020 board can continue working on the previously established priorities, or can develop priorities of its own. 
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NATIONAL SHOW 
Junior members were busy with 
exhibits entered in the Junior 
National Show, Junior Show-
manship, Lead Line Class and  
Open National Show.  In addi-
tion, some had entries in the 
fleece show and the National 
Romney Sale. 
The weekend provided  an op-
portunity to participate in a vari-
ety of activities. 



Promoting ARBA 
As you become more involved in raising Romney sheep, consider how you can promote the breed, introduce 
others to the strengths of the breed and assist in sponsoring events, awards or individuals.  Using the ARBA 
decals and flock record books is one thing to think about.  When selling an animal, include a decal or record 
book with the sale.  Order from the secretary and have a couple on hand to distribute. 
When donations are asked for to support awards for regional or national shows, send a check for any amount 
and receive recognition for your contribution.  Added awards are an important incentive for those traveling to 
shows to promote and expand ARBA. 
The youth futurity program is also a way to help support the junior membership.  Youth spend many hours 
shopping, purchasing, fitting, showing and selling.  Your $20 sponsorship when an animal is sold, is added to 
the futurity program pool and later distributed to each youth participating.  The funds are extended to all in the 
program, not when the ribbons are gone. 
On-line sales can also be a way to get exposure for Romneys.  Several breeders have offered animals for 
sale on-line and contacting them with questions may be a good starting point, whether wanting to buy or sell. 
Sales are usually held prior to an event where trailers may be available to help with transport from out of 
state.  ARBA supported sales may also have the option of bidding from an off-site location.  Contact the sale 
management for details on how to purchase from your easy chair, rather than making a long trip to the sale 
location. 
 

Why Shear Sheep Before Lambing from North Dakota State University 

 

Shearing sheep prior to lambing improves flock productivity. Shepherds have some simple ways to capitalize 
on one of the best lamb and wool markets the American sheep industry has seen. 
One of them is shearing sheep.  It can have tremendous impacts on flock productivity, according to Reid red-
den, North Dakota State University Extension Service sheep specialist.  He recommends sheep producers 
have their sheep shorn 30 to 45 days before anticipated lambing for several reasons, including: 
   Shearing sheep before lambing equates to healthier and more productive lambs. Recent research indicated  
      that shearing may improve blood flow to the unborn lamb. 
   Shearing will stimulate ewes to seek shelter prior to lambing and reduce the chance of lambs being born  
      outside, where they are more likely to become hypothermic. 
   Shearing ewes prior to lambing will increase ewe feed intake and increase the calories ewes consume,  
      which helps meet growing nutrient demands during this phase of production. 
   Shearing ewes will help keep the barn warmer and drier. 
   Shearing ewes prior to lambing creates a cleaner environment for the newborn lambs and helps the lambs    
       nurse sooner. 
   Shearing before lambing time also is a good practice to improve the value of the wool clip, Redden says.  
Normally, the stress of lambing causes a small break in the wool fiber.  If this break is at the end of the bifer 
cause the ewe was shorn close to lambing, it doesn’t reduce the value of the wool.  However, if ewes were 
sheared midway through the lambing season, the fiber can break in half, which reduces the fiber’s useful-
ness. 
   Maintaining good management practices when we harvest our wool is important, Redden says.   
      Keep the ewes off feed and water for at least 12 hours prior to shearing.   
      Don’t shear wet sheep.   
      Bed the barn with fresh straw one week prior to shearing.   
      Reduce the animals’ contact with poly twine and poly tarps that eventually could be mixed in with the  
         wool.  
      Sort off wool that is heavily contaminated with manure, vegetable matter or paint.   
      Maintain a clean shearing floor.  Sort and package fleeces into similar wools (main line, bellies and tags).     
      Shear sheep by wool class (fine vs. medium wool breeds), keep the classes of wool separated and sweep  
         the shearing floor between groups. This is especially important is shearing animals with colored wool as  
         well as white. 
Proper management and packaging of wool improves your wool harvest and improves the reputation of 
American wool, Redden indicated.  The more time taken to prepare the sheep, the shearing floor and the 
packaging area, the better the product offered to the buyer, whether an individual buying a fleece or a compa-
ny buying 1500 pounds of bagged fiber. 
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Romney Breeders Promoting ARBA  

Large group of Natural Colored Romneys at National Show,  Supreme Champion Ewe in Wool Breed Junior Division at 
Michigan State Fair, Supreme Champion at the Michigan Fiber Festival, and varied shots from the Junior Show at 
NAILE—working, showing, waiting for results and taking part in the ice cream social. Thanks to all providing pictures. 



Colostrum is Key for Newborns 
One of the most important functions of colostrum (first milk) is 
to provide kids and lambs with antibodies (immunoglobulins) 
that provide passive immunity for the first two months of life. 
Newborn lambs and kids, like other mammals, are born with no 
antibodies of their own and rely on those provided by the moth-
er in colostrum for protection. 
Protection provided by colostrum starts during pregnancy. 
Ewes must be adequately vaccinated and receive proper nutri-
tion in order to mount an immune response needed to manufac-
ture antibodies for colostrum and remain healthy themselves.  
Minerals such as selenium, copper and zinc are vital compo-
nents of immune function.  Newborns are very dependent on 
copper acquired during the prenatal period since copper levels 
in milk are poor.  Therefore, proper copper nutrition, especially 
in goats, in gestating females is critical to body stores in new-
borns.  Pregnant animals must be on the farm for at least four-
teen days to produce the correct antibodies for their specific 
lambing environment to pass on to their offspring. 
The antibodies found in colostrum are absorbed whole by the 
lambs through the lining of the stomach.  However, the efficien-
cy with which a newborn can absorb these antibodies declines 
within just one hour after birth.  The ability to absorb antibodies 
drastically decreases after 12 hours and is essentially gone by 
24 hours of age.  Therefore, if a newborn doesn’t get colostrum 
within the first 24 hours of birth, its chances of survival are very 
slim. 
The single most important component to successful transfer of 
antibodies from mother to offspring is the consumption of suffi-
cient amounts of colostrum.  Lambs must consume enough 
colostrum to provide the immunoglobulins needed for passive 
immunity. A good rule of thumb would be 8 to 10 percent of the 
body weight of the lamb, however it is best to feed according to 
appetite. 
For example if the birth weight was five pounds, that would 
mean that you would need roughly 1/2 pound of colostrum (5 
pounds X 10 percent).  This translates into about a half a pint (8 
ounces or the conversion of one pint equals one pound). This is 
normally not a problem as long as animals accept their off-
spring and have enough colostrum and teats to feed the new-
borns.  If the newborn is not able to receive colostrum from the 
ewe, it must be administered by bottle or tubing, using colos-
trum from the ewe, from stored colostrum or powdered colos-
trum replacer.  Planning ahead in these situations is critical.  
Freeze extra colostrum from several healthy older animals to 
have on hand. Using colostrum from older ewes will provide a 
higher quality than that milked from first time lambing ewes. 
It is important to thaw only the amount of colostrum needed 
(once thawed it should not be frozen again),  
thus it is best to freeze colostrum in small amounts.  Do not 
thaw frozen colostrum in the microwave as this will have an 
adverse effect on the antibodies.  Use a lukewarm water bath to 
thaw frozen colostrum quickly. 
Antibodies in colostrum provide lambs with passive immunity 
for the first few months of their lives.  Therefore, it is vitally im-
portant that newborns rceive adequate amounts of colostrum as 
soon after birth as possible to ensure survival.  The quality of 
the colostrum will be dependent on how the ewe is managed 
during pregnancy, the ease of delivery of lambs and the ability 
to produce the milk necessary to feed the lambs and maintain 
body condition. 
Article by Mike Metzger,   
Michigan State University Extension 

Sheep Transfers & Health 
 
As movement of sheep from breeder to breeder 
becomes a more common practice, especially 
when this movement is across several states and/
or regions of the country, buyers and sellers need 
to pay attention to the animal’s needs.  Health 
needs for sheep vary from state to state, and in 
some cases, even within a state.  The biggest 
concerns are changes in temperature, feed pro-
grams and treatment for parasites.   
As a seller, provide information on what conditions 
the sheep have just left.  Are they dry ewes on 
pasture, growing lambs with free access to pas-
ture and a lamb grower creep ration, yearlings on 
a hand fed program of hay and grain, sheep being 
fed for the show ring, or lambs that have been 
hand raised with milk supplement, alfalfa and 
grain.  Each of these situations can cause distress 
to animals that are placed in a different program 
when they are unloaded at the buyer’s home. 
Temperature changes can be difficult, and are 
probably of greatest concern when moving rams.  
If you are buying a ram from an environment 
greatly different from yours, plan ahead and pro-
vide several months of adjustment before you plan 
to introduce this ram to your ewes.  Sperm pro-
duction takes about 50 days, and may be reduced 
during transportation and when delivered to an 
environment with higher temperatures.  Many 
sheep breeders will not guarantee the ram’s fertili-
ty for a period of time following transport or exhibi-
tion at shows.   
Changes in feed, especially if done rapidly, can 
create serious health problems in sheep.  Sheep 
that are taken from a pasture based feeding pro-
gram and placed in confinement with hay, pellets, 
grain or a combination of these feeds may have 
rapid and deadly reactions.  Vaccination with clos-
tridial  products, a slow introduction of the new 
diet, and treatment for internal parasites will all 
improve the success of moving these animals.  
Finding out about mineral deficiencies and imbal-
ances is also critical when changing the diet at the 
new location.  Selenium and copper are the most 
important, but others can create health issues as 
well. 
Treatment of parasites is probably the piece that 
is most often overlooked by buyers and sellers.  
Sheep may be treated just prior to transport, but 
most dewormers will kill certain stages of a para-
site, but will not completely remove all levels of 
infestation.  If animals come from a pasture based 
feed program, they will need follow-up treatment 
for parasites, regardless of the feeding program 
they are adjusting to. Some parasites may remain 
in the sheep for up to six  months, so it may be 
necessary to treat these newly acquired sheep 
well into the time of year you would normally not 
treat for parasites.  Coccidiosis and liver fluke are 
also concerns when sheep are moved from areas 
where these are common. 



 
 

Preparing for 2020 
 
Another year is winding down and the routine of this ending keeps us all very busy.  Holiday gath-
erings, shopping, making adjustments to the changes in weather, feeding livestock, awaiting new 
lambs and getting that list of resolutions completed give us all plenty to do. Another important task 
is making sure your ARBA membership is renewed soon. 
 
The ARBA board has also been busy with projects started recently and working to continue and/or 
complete ones in progress from previous years.  Regardless of the content or the audience served, 
the board tries to address issues as they arise.  If you have questions, ideas, want to do committee 
work, or seek a position on the board, please contact breeders in your area who may be able to 
help, or contact any of the directors listed in this newsletter.  Questions can also be asked of the 
mentors listed on the ARBA website. 
 
Projects that are currently being addressed are designed to assist in the completion of research 
and a doctoral dissertation.  The research project has been presented to the board by past presi-
dent Chris Posbergh.  He has been given permission to  post an Excel workbook to the ARBA web-
site for members to look at and access. All records on sheep listed with ARBA that have registra-
tion numbers 74,000 to 123,000 can be viewed, with as much information as possible in a 6 genera-
tion pedigree.  Watch for more on this as he progresses.   
 
The second is relating to a dissertation on Americaôs wool industry. A doctoral candidate is want-
ing to gather information on the wool industry throughout the U.S.  As this project moves forward, 
you will be contacted and asked to participate.  A waiver will be provided, which outlines the pur-
pose of the project and how you might be able to give information of importance to the disserta-
tion.  Watch for more to come on each of these requests. 

American Romney Breeders Association 
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