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   Spring showed up late this year in 
the Northeast. It is finally here— 
better late than never! 
   Lambing time was tough—too cold 
and too much snow. Now that it has 
warmed up, I hope you are having 
fun watching those Romney lambs 
grow.   
   This newsletter is now being distrib-
uted via email. I have heard that 
some members did not receive the 
last Ramblings. I apologize for this.  
We are working to make sure we 
have email addresses for all mem-
bers. If you do not have an email ad-
dress, please contact the Secretary to 
be put on the hard copy mailing list.  
   Plans are coming together for the 

2015 National Show and Sale. Check 
the website for details. The All-
American is planned for the Big E this 
year. ARBA is planning some wonder-
ful day trips and activities between 
the All-American and the Northeast 
Youth Show. It is going to be awe-
some. Watch the website, or call 
Charlene Carlisle for details. 
   As the National Show and Sale 
grows near, it is bittersweet. My term 
as President will come to an end. It 
has been a real honor to serve ARBA, 
and the ARBA membership these past 
years. I have met many wonderful 
members from coast to coast.  Thank 
you for this opportunity. 
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CHAPIN ROMNEYS IN MILTON, NH 
HILARY, WES, COOPER and ELLORA CHAPIN 

WWW.SMILINGSHEEPFARM.COM OR 1-603-767-8826 

By JoAnn Mast 
   When reading through the 
breed standards for white Rom-
neys, it is biased by personal pref-
erence and what has been work-
ing well in your flock. It may be 
that you give a little on some of 
the aspects of the standards, but 
hold strongly to other features. By 
focusing on some of the variances, 
it may provide a base for discus-
sion and questions. 

{ŜƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΥ ƘŜŀŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 
   I have collected a 
group of head pictures 
that show the range of 
head shapes, ear 
shapes and cover, color 
around the eyes and 
nose pigmentation. In-
cluded here are pic-
tures of animals I have 
bred and/or owned, so 
I hope you will not 
make too many harsh 

assumptions! I strive to 
have a complete set of 
animals that are toward 
the right side of the 
scale, but things always 
happen, as the photos 
will show. 
   The first two photos 
of the ewes on this 
page show my interpre-
tation of mottle nose 
(left photo) and black 

nose (above photo). As lambs, they 
may have been a bit lighter. I pre-
fer the head shape of the ewe in 
the right photo, but both are broad 
enough, and still feminine enough, 
for me.  Ear set and shape is better 
on the left, with thickness and a 
little smaller overall size. Faces are 
white, eyes are well set, wool cover 
over poll and down the face is 
good on both. 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ т 

http://WWW.SMILINGSHEEPFARM.COM
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¢ǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΗ 
   A great opportunity for 
youth sheep showmen 
takes place in July at the 
Eastern States Exposition 
Fairgrounds in West 
Springfield, MA. Two 
great shows at 
the same fair-
grounds, one 
week apart! 
   The All-
American Junior 
Show is set for 
July 2-5, fol-
lowed one week 
later by the 
North East Youth 
Sheep Show, July 
10-12, 2015. The 
All American is 
open to youth 
exhibitors 21-
years-old and 
younger by July 
1st (unless oth-
erwise specified 
by the  breed 
requirements) 
and the North 
East Youth Sheep Show is 
open to all kids 21 years 
and under as of January 
1.  
   For those who are not 
familiar with the North 
East Youth Show week-
end events, the sheep 
and exhibitors must ar-
rive by 11 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 9. The NEYSS 
activities begin on Thurs-
day afternoon with a 
Quiz Bowl. Friday will be 
exhibitor check-in in the 
morning, weighing of 
market lambs, Skill-a-
thon contest, and Market 

Lamb Show. The evening 
will hold the New Eng-
land Sheep & Wool 
Growers sponsored ice 
cream social and scholar-
ship raffle, as well as the 

awarding of the 
NES&WG youth grants 
and scholarships. Satur-
day will feature the New 

England Private Treaty 
Sheep Sale, the Used 
Equipment Auction and 
judging of the Youth 
Fleece Show. The after-
noon will bring the Youth 

Show Fitting 
and Show-
manship 
Classes and 
the choosing 
of a Su-
preme in 
each age 
group, along 
with some 
breeds to be 
shown Sat-
urday night. 
Sunday’s 
activities 
include judg-
ing of the 
rest breed 
shows, 
starting at 8 
a.m. and 
ending in 
the late 

afternoon with the finale 
of the Supreme Champi-
ons. The judges for the 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мл 



Romney Ramblings 
The Romney Ramblings is the news-
letter of the American Romney 
Breeders Association.  The purpose 
of the Ramblings is to provide sheep 
industry news, highlight the efforts of 
ARBA, announce events and activi-
ties, provide an outlet for promotion 
of your sheep and wool products 
and recognize the accomplishments 
of the membership. 

Advertising in the Ramblings 
Prices:  color  -  black & white 

Full Page    $150  $75  
1/2 Page    $90  $45 
1/3 Page    $70  $35 
1/4 Page    $50  $25 

Card Ad      $25  $12 
Classified Adsñ45 cents per word. 
 
Above rates are based on camera 
ready copy, sized to fit the space 
purchased for the ad.  Ads pre-
pared by the editor will be charged 
at $15 per hour, with a minimum fee 
of $15. 
 
Send all advertising information and 
news to:  Cindy Peterson 
              54656 Brady Road 
   Myrtle Point, OR 97458 
              (541) 572-5930 
              romneyeditor@gmail.com 

Romney Ramblings is pub-
lished in the spring, summer 
and fall. Deadlines for submis-
sions of articles and advertis-
ing is the 15th of the month of 
publication—March 15, July 
15 and November 15 (subject 
to change). Articles may be 
emailed or mailed to the edi-
tor—contact information 
above. Photo submissions of 
Romney events, awards and 
sales are encouraged; publica-
tion is subject to available 
space and quality of image. 
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Deadlines for  
Article Submissions  
& Advertising 

 
 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ       by JoAnn Mast        

   The beginning of 2015 has been 
positive for the association, with 
many sheep owners renewing their 
ARBA memberships.  This is helpful 
for the organization and for the pro-
motion of Romney sheep. If you 
know of sheep producers who are 
not members, please encourage 
them to consider the opportunity. 
Sheep and wool shows, festivals 
and sales are starting to be adver-
tised and will be taking place now 
through November across the coun-
try.  If you have information about 
events in your area that need to be 
posted on the website, please send 
me the details.  Many opportunities 
are available, so let us work togeth-
er to get the activities promoted. 
   The National Romney Show and 
Sale will be held August 6-ll, 2015 at 
the Clark County Fair in Ridgefield, 
WA. Information regarding the 
show can be viewed on the Clark 
County Fair website. Sale infor-
mation will be mailed within the 
month. A block of rooms has been 
reserved at the Holiday Inn Express 
in Vancouver, WA. Reservations can 

be made now through July 10. The 
room rate for a standard king or 
double queen room is $129 per 
night plus tax. Call 360-576-1040 
and request the American Romney 
Breeders Association room block, or 
reserve online at www.hiesalmon 
creek.com and enter the block code 
“AME”. 
   The ARBA annual meeting will be 
held during the National Show and 
Sale weekend, on Friday, August 7.  
The meeting and dinner will take 
place on the fairgrounds, so plan 
time to look over the sheep on dis-
play for the National Show and 
check out the sale entries for the 
National Sale to be held Saturday, 
August 8. 
   Names are being submitted for 
the office of president, vice presi-
dent, director at large and district 
directors for regions 1, 3 and 5.  
Watch for your ballot to arrive 
around the first of June, and then 
take action by voting and returning 
your ballot to the secretary. If you 
have agreed to running for an of-
fice, thank you and good luck. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ      by Cindy Peterson 

   I’m so tired of seeing the poor 
manners being exhibited by people 
in their use of electronic devices. 
I’m sure you’ve seen it too—
people who interrupt their conver-
sation with you to take a non-
urgent phone call, stop to read a 
text in the middle of your conver-
sation, or give you only half their 
attention because they’re so en-
grossed in perusing their social me-
dia posts.     
   Do you suppose those calls and 
posts are so urgent they can’t wait 
for a few minutes? Must I listen to 
someone’s full-blown phone con-

versation while doing my grocery 
shopping? Believe me, I don’t want 
to overhear those conversations, 
and I especially don’t want some-
one I’m trying to converse with to 
allow our conversation to be con-
stantly interrupted.  
   So what are we to do? I say it’s 
time we take back our conversa-
tions and relationships and start 
telling people we want them to be 
“in the moment” with us. Ask 
them, politely, to put down their 
devices and take just a few 
minutes to focus on real life and 
the people around them.  



District 1     
   Hello from snowy New England!  
The calendar says spring, but in 
NH we still have lots of snow to 
melt. In fact, it is snowing as I 
write this report in April!!  We 
have had one of the snowiest, 
coldest winters on record and it’s 
showing no signs of stopping.  
Hopefully very soon there’s some 
sun and melting going on.  Mary-
land Sheep and Wool Festival is 
just around the corner and I look 
forward to traveling to a state that 
has some green grass and sun!  
   We’re done with lambing at our 
farm and I’m glad to be raising 
Romneys in weather like we have 
had. Romney lambs just hit the 
ground running.  They’re sturdy 
lambs with a great will to survive 
in sub 0 temps.  Soon it will be 
time to make those tough selec-
tion decisions.   
   I have put some time into study-
ing our ARBA breed standard and 
want to share with you some 
“key” words that I think are im-
portant to remember when select-
ing a Romney.  Sturdy strong 
bones; broad face; deep, large 
body capacity; long, level, wide 
top; thick ears; dense, lustrous, 
uniform fleece. Selecting for these 
traits will keep the Romney a true 
dual purpose sheep.   
   You will have many opportuni-
ties to add some great Romneys to 
your flock this year.  ARBA will 
have sales at Maryland Sheep and 
Wool Festival and at the Great 
Lakes Sale in Wooster, Ohio in 
May.  The National show and sale 
will be in August in Washington 
State. Futurity lambs for youth will 
be available at these great sales.  
Come select some great ones to 

Rambling Roads — Notes from District Directors 
breeder to host a school out on 
the east coast next spring if there 
is enough interest. It would take at 
least 10 people for it to be worth-
while for ASI to host. It most likely 
would be somewhere in District 2, 
either NY or MD right now. I’ll 
keep details coming as the plans 
develop further.  
   An update on the archives. The 
38,000 paper records spanning 
from the late 70’s to the early 00s 
are now located at the National 
Agriculture Library in Beltsville 
Maryland. Jane Caulfield will be 
transferring these records to acid 
free boxes in the near future to 
join the rest of the ARBA records 
already housed in the library. I’ve 
nearly finished entering the Ram 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мо 
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take home!   
Happy Spring! 
IƛƭŀǊȅ /ƘŀǇƛƴ 
ƘǿŎƘŀǇƛƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ сло-тст-уунс 
District 2   
   Spring is finally arriving here on 
the east coast with most of the 
snow melted and pastures becom-
ing green again. I hope lambing 
went well for everyone and your 
lambs are growing well.  
   If anyone is interested in attend-
ing an American Sheep Industry 
Wool Classing School next year 
please contact me. It would be a 
two day course covering every-
thing from fleece genetics to how 
to grade fleeces. You can also be-
come an ASI certified Wool Class-
er. I’m working with a Lincoln 

Austin Dean, from 
DE (All Star Farm), 

with his triplet 
bottle lamb.  “This 

is how nap time 
and bottle feeding 
go together at All 

Star Farm.”  
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Calendar of Events 
April 2015 
25: Connecticut Sheep, Wool & Fiber Festival.  
 Vernon/Rockville, CT.  www.ctsheep.com 
25-26: 23rd Annual Washington County Fiber Tour, 
 New York. http://washingtoncountyfibertour.org 
 
May 2015 
2-3:  Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival, West Friend
 ship, MD. www.sheepandwool.org, 410-531-
 3647 
9-10: New Hampshire Sheep & Wool Festival, Deer
 field, NH. www.nhswga.com 
15-17:  North East Livestock Expo, Windsor, Maine. 
 www.northeastlivestockexpo.com/ 
16: Rhode Island Wool & Fiber Festival.  Bristol, RI. 
 www.coggeshallfarm.org/sheep&fiber.html 
16-17:  Shepherd’s Harvest Sheep & Wool Festival, 
 Washington County Fairgrounds. Lake Elmo, 
 MN. http://shepherdsharvestfestival.org/ 
 sponsors/vendor-information/    
16-17:  Kentucky Sheep & Fiber Festival. Masterson 
 Station Park, Lexington, KY.
 www.kentuckysheepandfiber.com 
23-24 Great Lakes Fiber Show, Wooster, OH. 

 www.greatlakesfibershow.com 
23-24:  Massachusetts Sheep & Woolcraft Fair. 
 Cummington Fairgrounds, Cummington, MA. 
 www.masheepwool.org 
28-30: Nugget All-American Show & Sale, Reno, NV. 
 http://nuggetallamerican.com  309-785-
 5058 
 
June 2015 
6-7: Maine Fiber Frolic. Windsor Fairgrounds, 
 Windsor, Maine. www.fiberfrolic.com 
19-21:  Black Sheep Gathering, Lane, County Fair
 grounds, Eugene, OR  
 www.blacksheepgathering.org 
 
JULY 2015 
2-5: All American Junior Show, West Springfield, 
 MA. www.countrylovin.com  
10-12: North East Youth Sheep Show, West 
 Springfield, MA. www.nesheep.org/ 

{ǳōƳƛǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƳōƭƛƴƎǎ ǘƻΥ 
wƻƳƴŜȅ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΣ рпсрс .ǊŀŘȅ wŘΦΣ aȅǊǘƭŜ tƻƛƴǘΣ hw фтпруΣ 
ǊƻƳƴŜȅŜŘƛǘƻǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΣ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ рпм-ртн-рфолΦ 

Pitchfork Ranch  

Purebred registered Romneys and Bluefaced Leicesters  

Cindy Cieciwa ●  Margaret Van Camp  

Swartz Creek, MI  ● 810 -655 -4091  

pitchfork@usol.com  ● www.pitchfork.org  

Pitchfork Ranch  
 Consistently true to type over time 

2006 ram lamb  2011 yearling ram  

http://www.nhswga.com
http://www.coggeshallfarm.org/sheep&fiber.html


Have you visited our Facebook page recently? Check it out at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/American-Romney-Breeders-

Association/104644142899461 
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   The next two photos (top two at 
right) show the  variance from 
pink nose, light coloring around 
the eyes, and ears that are a bit 
longer than needed in relation to 
head size. The top right photo is 
pink with dark trim around the 
edges that will probably fill in and 
make a much darker nose than is 
shown as a lamb. In the next two 
photos, the one on the left is a 
mottle nose that has less pink 
than black, but still not what I pre-
fer. Ear shape and thickness is not 
what I like, although length is fine. 
The lamb on the right has what I 
like, but may not be the choice of 
others. I like the shiny black nose 
pigment, ear set, thickness, and 
shape, wool cover on poll and 
face. 
   In the next four photos you can 
see the differences in head shape 
and ear type and placement. The 
first one, on the left, is a bit too 
short faced and the ears are set a 
bit high and are long in relation to 
face. The lamb on the right has 
thick, shorter ears, and a very 
short masculine head. This head 
type has been an indicator of a 
smaller bodied mature animal in 
my flock. The lamb at bottom left 
has a well balanced head, but the 
ears do not have the thickness I 
prefer. The one on the right shows 
a more open face, less wool on 
the cheeks, but has the size, bal-
ance, thick ears, dark nose and 
white face I appreciate. 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ н {ŜƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 
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GENERAL APPEARANCE (10 points) 
General: Romney sheep, as a dual 
purpose breed, exhibit the essen-
tial qualities found in all good meat
-producing sheep. They are sturdy 
animals, with a strong bone struc-
ture, large body capacity and a uni-
form fleece which is characteristic 
of the breed. 
Weight: This will vary as 
breeders raise Romneys 
to meet varying local 
conditions. A variety of 
types of Romneys have 
been developed to adapt 
to the climate, feed, lo-
cation and type of soil 
on which they are 
grown. 
RAMS as yearlings or approaching 
maturity should be 200 lbs. or 
more. EWES as yearlings or ap-
proaching maturity should be 140 
lbs. or more. 
Form: Straight top line blending 
from the neck ending at a square 
rump. The body should be deep 
and broad although the animal 
should be narrower in the front 
than the rear. 
Quality: Bone should be strong but 
not coarse in character. Rams 
should look masculine and ewes 
feminine. Hair should be fine and 
the skin pink. White legs are desir-
able but minor discoloration in the 
hair on the legs is acceptable. 
CONDITION (10 points) 
Flesh Covering: Animals should be 
shown in working condition. 
HEAD AND NECK (5 points) 
Head: Large clear eyes; alert look; 
broad face with width between the 
ears. The poll should be covered 
with wool and free of horns and 
hair. The head should be carried 
high and be level between the 
ears. Ears should be rather thick. 
White ears are desirable but minor 
black spots are acceptable. Nostrils 

Judging White Romney Sheep—ŀ ƭƛǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ 
should be black or dark, mottled 
gray. Solid pink noses should be 
discriminated against. The face 
should be relatively free of wool. 
Sheep with wool on the face must 
not be wool blind. 
Neck: Moderate length, smoothly 
joined with shoulders. 
FOREQUARTERS (5 points) 

Shoulders: Compact on top but not 
rough or sharp; joined smoothly 
with neck and body; covered mod-
erately with flesh. 
Brisket: Full; round, but not overly 
extended. 
Legs: Front legs shall have a slight 
curvature above the knee, shall be 
straight from that point down and 
shall be wide set. Pasterns should 
be strong and upright. Hooves 
should be black although some 
light colored variations are ac-
ceptable and will be slightly dis-
counted. 
 
BODY (15 points) 
Chest: Deep and wide. 
Ribs: Well sprung, long, and show-
ing adequate capacity. 
Back: Broad although somewhat 
narrower in the front than the 
rear; the back should be straight 
with smooth blending from the 
neck and ending at a square rump. 
Loin: Wide and long. 
HINDQUARTERS (15 points) 
Hips: Level, smooth, and wide 
apart. 
Rump: Long, level, and wide. 
Should not be a sloping rump. 
Thighs: Deep and full. 

Legs: Rear legs straight and wide 
set apart from a rear view; not post 
legged; should have a slight natural 
curve from side view. Pasterns 
should be strong and upright. 
Hooves should be black although 
some light colored variations are 
acceptable and will be slightly dis-
counted. 

Scrotum: The ram’s tes-
ticles should be large, 
even in size, and well 
developed. 
Udder: The ewe’s udder 
should be well formed, 
large and soft with evi-
dence of two good teats. 
WOOL (40 points) 

Quantity: Ewes should shear 8 
pounds or more, and rams should 
shear 12 pounds or more per year 
with a yearly staple length of five 
inches or more. When shown, 
fleeces need to be of adequate 
length to display the Romney 
fleece characteristics and quality. 
Quality: Romney wool is dense and 
free opening in nature with a well 
defined crimp from butt to tip. Uni-
formity over the entire body and 
spinning count are most important. 
The fleece is lustrous; it hangs in 
separate locks with minimal cross 
fibers between the locks. Animals 
possessing kemp (hair-like fibers) 
should be discriminated against. 
Grade: Wool with a spinning count 
of 50 to 44 inclusive (equivalent to 
a fiber diameter of about 29 to 36 
microns) is within the breed stand-
ard. No preference should be given 
to a coarser or finer fleece as long 
as it is within the breed standard. 
Condition: Fiber should be strong, 
clean, soft, and bright. Sheep which 
might have been rinsed with water 
6-7 weeks before being shown 
should not be discounted providing 
they exhibit the characteristics of a 
Romney fleece. 



SPRING 2015 PAGE 9 

GENERAL APPEARANCE (5 points) 
General: Romney sheep, as a dual 
purpose breed, exhibit the essen-
tial qualities found in all good 
meat-producing sheep. They are 
sturdy animals, with a strong bone 
structure, large body capacity and 
a uniform fleece which is charac-
teristic of the breed. 
Weight: This will vary as breed-
ers raise Romneys to meet var-
ying local conditions. A variety 
of types of Romneys have been 
developed to adapt to the cli-
mate, feed, location and type of 
soil on which they are grown. 
RAMS as yearlings or approach-
ing maturity should be 175 lbs. 
or more. EWES as yearlings or 
approaching maturity should be 
140 lbs. or more. 
Form: Straight top line blending 
from the neck ending at a square 
rump. The body should be deep 
and broad although the animal 
should be narrower in the front 
than the rear. 
Quality: Bone should be strong but 
not coarse in character. Rams 
should look masculine and ewes 
feminine. Hair should be fine and 
the skin dark. 
CONDITION (5 points) 
Flesh Covering: Animals should be 
shown in working condition. 
HEAD AND NECK (5 points) 
Head: Large clear eyes; alert look; 
broad face with width between 
the ears. The poll should be cov-
ered with wool and free of horns 
and hair. The head should be car-
ried high and be level between the 
ears. Ears should be rather thick. 
Nostrils should be black. The face 
should be relatively free of wool. 
Sheep with wool on the face must 
not be wool blind. 
Neck: Moderate length, smoothly 
joined with shoulders. 

Judging Natural Colored Romney Sheep—ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ 
FOREQUARTERS (5 points) 
Shoulders: Compact on top but 
not rough or sharp; joined 
smoothly with neck and body; cov-
ered moderately with flesh. 
Brisket: Full; round, but not overly 
extended. 
Legs: Front legs shall have a slight 
curvature above the knee, shall be 

straight from that point down and 
shall be wide set. Pasterns should 
be strong and upright. Hooves 
should be black. 
BODY (10 points) 
Chest: Deep and wide. 
Ribs: Well sprung, long, and show-
ing adequate capacity. 
Back: Broad although somewhat 
narrower in the front than the 
rear; the back should be straight 
with smooth blending from the 
neck and ending at a square rump. 
Loin: Wide and long. 
HINDQUARTERS (10 points) 
Hips: Level, smooth, and wide 
apart. 
Rump: Long, level, and wide. 
Should not be a sloping rump. 
Thighs: Deep and full. 
Legs: Rear legs straight and wide 
set apart from a rear view; not 
post legged; should have a slight 
natural curve from side view. Pas-
terns should be strong and up-
right. Hooves should be black. 
Scrotum: The ram’s testicles 

should be large, even in size, and 
well developed. 
Udder: The ewe’s udder should be 
well formed, large and soft with 
evidence of two good teats. 
WOOL (60 points) 
Quantity: Ewes should shear 8 
pounds or more, and rams should 
shear 12 pounds or more per year 
with a yearly staple length of 
five inches or more. When 
shown, fleeces need to be of 
adequate length to display the 
Romney fleece characteristics 
and quality. 
Quality: Romney wool is dense 
and free opening in nature with 
a well defined crimp from butt 
to tip. Uniformity over the en-
tire body and spinning count 
are most important. The fleece 
is lustrous; it hangs in separate 

locks with minimal cross fibers be-
tween the locks. Animals pos-
sessing kemp (hair-like fibers) 
should be discriminated against. 
Natural Colored Romney’s fiber 
should be pigmented. Variation or 
variegation of the shades of color 
within the fleece is permitted. 
Grade: Wool with a spinning count 
of 50 to 44 inclusive (equivalent to 
a fiber diameter of about 29 to 36 
microns) is within the breed stand-
ard. No preference should be giv-
en to a coarser or finer fleece as 
long as it is within the breed 
standard. 
Condition: Fiber should be strong, 
clean, soft, and bright. Sheep 
which might have been rinsed 
with water 6-7 weeks before being 
shown should not be discounted 
providing they exhibit the charac-
teristics of a Romney fleece.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ƘǧǇΥκκŀƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǊƻƳƴŜȅΦƻǊƎκ

ŀōƻǳǘ-ǊƻƳƴŜȅǎκǿƘƛǘŜ-ǊƻƳƴŜȅǎκ 
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Livestock diagnostic 

laboratory  
 www.eagletalonent.com 

     

                  Pregnancy testing: Cattle, sheep, goats, bison  

    OPP/CAE:  Goats, Sheep   

    Johneõs: All livestock  

    Bvd:  all livestock  

544 Dutton Creek Rd. 
Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 742-9072 
Tanya@eagletalonent.com 

 

!ƭƭ-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ WǳƴƛƻǊ {Ƙƻǿ 
weekend will be Ed Keen-
ey, Maryann Johnson and 
Mark Johnson.   
   The NEYSS Committee 
works all year raising 
funds for this event, col-
lecting $25 T-shirt spon-
sors from January to May, 
selling promotional items 
(clothing and mugs) at 
the show, and selling re-
cycle shopping bags at 
the New England Fall Fi-
ber Festival in November, 
just to name a few of 
their fundraisers. All 
funds raised go toward 
show expenses such as 
ribbons, premiums, judg-
es and facility clean-up. 
Supreme banners and 
champion awards are do-
nated by Claudette Cho-
ma of CT, who makes 
them all herself. Reserve 
Champion sashes are paid 
for by Hopkins South-
downs and Lightning 
Ridge Farm. The com-
mittee is still looking for T
-shirt sponsors (dead-line 
is May 1st) as well as do-
nations in other areas. 
Anyone wishing to make 
a donation, please send a 
check, made payable to 
“NES&WG” with notation 
of NEYSS on the subject 
line, and mail it to Scott 
Poitras, Treas., NES&WG, 
95 Hollow Road, Brim-
field, MA, 01010.   
   The committee and all 
youth exhibitors are 
grateful to all who have 
supported this show in 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ о the past, and look for-
ward to the continued 
support by all in the fu-
ture.  
   For more information 
on the NEYSS show, the 
Private Treaty Sheep 
Sale, or the Used Equip-
ment Auction, visit  
www.nesheep.org.  En-
try information for the 
Youth Show will be post-
ed after May 1; deadline 
is June 15.      
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   Washington County is 
the most agricultural 
county in Eastern New 
York, with broad diversi-
ty among its farms. A re-
cent study by Helen Tre-
jo, of Cornell University, 
concluded that Washing-
ton County has the most 
fiber-producing farms of 
any in New York State.   
   The 23rd Annual Wash-
ington County Fiber 
Tour, set for April 25-26, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 pm., is 
a strong example of that 
diversity.  
   One of the longest run-
ning events of its type in 
the United States, the 
2015 Fiber Tour will 
showcase 15 farms and a 
large commercial yarn 
mill.  
   Featured on the tour 
will be sheep–several 
breeds—including, alpac-
as, cashmere and angora 
goats and angora rabbits. 
The tour will feature ex-
cellent quality animals 
and diverse types of 
farms, for beginning or 
experienced farmers to 
explore. “Visitors will 

meander through the 
most scenic parts of our 
County,” said Lubna Dab-
bagh, of Blind Buck Farm. 
“Pick any farm as a 
starting point, then trav-
el along our winding 
roads and through our 
historic villages. Enjoy 
meeting the farmers and 
their animals.” 
   The number of farms 
breeding Romney sheep 
has gradually increased, 

and now there are six, 
including Ensign Brook 
Farm, which raises Rom-
ney and fine-wooled 
sheep. They have won 
numerous prizes in live 
animal, fleece and yarn 
competitions, including 
at the New York Sheep 
and Wool Festival and 
the Southern Adirondack 
Fiber Festival. Also on 
the tour, Elihu Farm has 
been producing prize 
winning Romney and 
crossbred sheep and 
fleeces for nearly 30 
years, and regularly wins 
awards in competitions 
at fairs and festivals, in-
cluding the Eastern 
States Exposition. 
   “Romneys are an easy 
breed to raise outdoors 
on pasture,” commented 
Mary Pratt of Elihu Farm. 
“Their rugged constitu-
tion and heavy fleece 

Celebrating agricultural diversity in New York 

helps them to thrive in 
rain or snow.”  No won-
der six of the farms on 
the Tour raise Romneys. 
   Other Romney farms 
on the tour, spread 
throughout the county, 
are Birken Hill Farm, 
Chris and John Hubbard 
(Salem) Crazy Legs Farm, 
Norma Johnson (Fort Ed-
ward), DunRoamin 
Farms, Baker Family 
(Whitehall) Hartshorn 
Ridge Farm, Tom and 
Rulyn Graves 
(Greenwich). 
   Fiber Tour members 
promote the textile arts 
with demonstrations and 
workshops, such as 
sheep shearing, hand 
spinning, dyeing, clipping 
fiber from Angora rab-
bits, felt making, wool 
carding, and blending 
fibers from different spe-

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мп 
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JoAnn Mast & Kathleen Zappelli   
58221 Lee Valley Road, Coquille, OR  97423      

541-572-3094 (home) 541-290-2103 (cell) soromney@wildblue.net OR 
southernoregonromneysonline.com                                           

Yearling rams and ewes at Southern Oregon Romneys 

   The winter board meeting of the 
American Romney Breeders Associ-
ation was held on January 10, 
2015. The following are excerpts 
from the report made by Secretary 
JoAnn Mast: 
   On the agenda was discussion of 
new member packets, and the 
need to incorporate ARBA logo 
items, copies of the Romney Ram-
blings and brochures in those mail-
ings. An investigation will be made 
on potential choices for packets, 
and logo merchandise to advertise 
the organization.   
   Old business centered around 
plans for the National Show and 
Sale, which will be held in August 
at the Clark County Fair in 
Ridgefield, Washington. Sheep will 
arrive on Thursday, Aug. 6, and will 

9ȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !w.! ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ  
be released on Tuesday, Aug. 11. 
Junior members will show on Fri-
day, the annual meeting and din-
ner will be Friday evening, open 
classes will be in the ring on Sat-
urday, and the sale will be held 
Saturday night. Organizers for the 
event are: Al Schwider, show 
chair; Karen Nichols, sale chair; 
Ron Andress, Junior show judge; 
Scott Culver, Junior show coordi-
nator; JoAnn Mast, sale entries 
and catalog; and Ron Andress and 
Anne McIntyre-Lahner, fundrais-
ing for junior show and special 
open class awards.  
   The meeting of the current AR-
BA board will be held on Aug. 7, 
at 9:30 a.m., and the annual 
meeting and dinner will be Friday 
evening. Motel reservations are 

being confirmed with fair person-
nel and information will be posted 
as it becomes available. Dinner res-
ervations will be made by sending 
payment to the ARBA secretary.  
   Nominations for 2015 ARBA offic-
ers will include president, vice 
president, one director-at-large 
and district directors for regions 1, 
3, and 5. Committee members so-
liciting for president, vice president 
and director-at-large will be district 
representatives from districts 2, 4, 
and 6. Committee members for 
filling representatives for districts 
1, 3, and 5 will be the three direc-
tors-at-large. 
   Chris Posbergh reported archive 
work is continuing, with records 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wƻƳƴŜȅ 
.ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
нлмп hǾŜǊŀƭƭ 
CǳǘǳǊƛǘȅ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

 

²ƘƛǘŜ 9ǿŜ [ŀƳōǎ 
1st Place: Callie Burgess, OH, 
Pitchfork 782, Pitchfork Ranch, 
MI. 
2nd Place: Katie Hacker, IN, Plank 
Farms, 1255 Plank Sheep Farm, 
MI. 
3rd Place: Katie Hacker, IN, Cha-
pin 124, Smiling Sheep Farm, NH. 
 

bŀǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƭƻǊŜŘ 9ǿŜ [ŀƳōǎ 
1st Place: Katie Bombria, CT, 
Thistle Down 419, Thistle Down 
Farm, NY. 
2nd Place: Emma Rogers, SD, 
Thistle Down 417, Thistle Down 
Farm, NY. 
3rd Place: Emma Rogers, SD, 
Thistle Down 418, Thistle Down 
Farm, NY.  

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мт 
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pedigrees into the format that ASR 
wants and will continue with the 
Ewes. Once this is all done there 
should no longer be blanks on any 
of the pedigrees produced by ASR.  
   As always if anyone has ques-
tions, comments, or just wants to 
talk sheep please feel free to con-
tact me.  
/ƘǊƛǎ tƻǎōŜǊƎƘ  
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ н wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  
ŎǇƻǎōŜǊƎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
District 3  
   Welcome from Illinois, I hope 
everybody is getting excited about 
what they are seeing in their 
2015  lamb crop. I know that some 
of you are really thankful that the 
winter is over because of all the 
snow in your area. Winter didn't 
start for me in Illinois until Febru-
ary, but when it started it made 
winter long enough for me. The 
grass is starting to really green up 
and weather is getting warmer. 
There are a lot of events this year 
that will start happening in May 
with all the shows and wool festi-
vals beginning. We have our Na-
tional Show and Sale coming up in 
August. This year it will be held in 
the state of Washington at the 
Clark Co. Fair. There will be more 
information to come in the Ram-
blings and on the website. On a 
personal note, I have decided not 
to run for re-election as director. It 
has been my pleasure to represent 
you for now a total of 3 terms. I 
thank you for allowing me the op-
portunity to be your director. I will 
continue to raise Romneys but do 
not intend to be in the fore front 
of the inner workings of ARBA. 
May God richly bless you and your 
sheep. 

WƻƘƴ {ƘŜƭǘƻƴ   
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ о wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  
ǊƻƳƴŜȅǎƘŜŜǇϪŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊƴŜǘΦƴŜǘ   
District 6   
   Mother Nature has really been 
putting the pressure on the farm-
ing/shepherding community this 
year. The west and  
southwest are dealing with terri-
ble drought. North central and 
northeast had a hard and long 
winter. The southeast went from 
an icy winter to swamp-like rain 
conditions. In our district, shearers 
went from working around ice 
storms to trying to find a dry 
sheep. A lot of time was spent re-
arranging schedules. While this is 
frustrating for the shepherds, our 
Romneys just sail through adversi-
ty with no problems. The lambs 
are having just as much fun bounc-
ing through the puddles as they 
would in a dry pasture. 
   The Middle Tennessee Fiber Fes-
tival will be May 22-23 in Dickson, 
TN. Romney wool is highlighted in 
many of the vendor booths. Re-
member to hold back some fleece 

for the Romney classes in the 
fleece shows at the TN State Fair 
and the North Carolina Mountain 
State Fair. Both fairs have websites 
and on-line entries. 
   Avenues for marketing our lamb, 
breeding stock and fleece - espe-
cially on-line - have been increas-
ing in recent years. Most states 
have listings for farmers’ markets 
and grass fed operations. Some of 
these, such as “Pick Tennessee,” 
have begun to include wool prod-
ucts. Local Table now includes fi-
ber, in addition to the locally 
raised food listings. EatWild.com 
highlights grass fed or organic 
meat producers. Marketing fleece 
through spinning guilds and fiber 
festivals often brings in a much 
higher premium than selling 
through the wool pool.  
   Best wishes for a wonderful 
spring and summer from the Land 
of the Swamp. 
WŀƴŜ /ŀǳƭŦƛŜƭŘ  
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ с wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ  

Rambling Roads, continued 
/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ р 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мп 

RAMBLINGS DELIVERY  
In an effort to allow your association to better manage funds, the 
Romney Ramblings is now being sent via email to those breeders 
with an email address provided on their membership form.  If you 
prefer to have a printed copy delivered to your mailbox, please 
indicate that below.  If you have not provided an email but would 
like to receive the newsletter in hard copy format, also complete 
and return this inquiry.  If the website posting meets your needs, 
indicate that as well and submit this form. 
____I have an unlisted email, but would like to receive the news-
letter on-line. 
____I have no email and would like to receive the Ramblings in the 
mail. 
____I have no desire to receive the newsletter, but will use the 
ARBA website for Ramblings reading. 

  
Name__________________________________________Sr___  Jr____ 
Email address______________________________________________ 
 
Return this form to:  JoAnn Mast, ARBA Secretary  58221 Lee 
Valley Rd.  Coquille, OR 97423 
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5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  
ƧŎŀǳƭŦƛŜƭŘотмϪƳŀŎΦŎƻƳ 
Director-at-Large 
   Greetings from the 
Northeast where it is fi-
nally starting to feel like 
spring! 
   Al Schwider and his 
group of volunteers are 
doing a great job plan-
ning and coordinating the 
national show, annual 
meeting, dinner, and 
sale. Mark August 6 – 11 
on your calendars for the 
Clark County Fair, and 
please consider joining us 

for all, or part, of the AR-
BA activities.  One great 
way to participate is by 
sponsoring a trophy or 
other award.  If you are 
interested in a sponsor-
ship, please contact me 
directly. 
   The policy and proce-
dures committee (Chris 
Posbergh and myself) 
continue to develop and 
update policies and pro-
cedures. We recently cat-
egorized existing and 
needed policies, and 
drafted an updated elec-
tions policy for the 

Rambling Roads, continued 
/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мо 

White & Natural Colored  
breeding stock available 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

   510 Centerton Road         856-866-1747 (home) 
   Moorestown, NJ 08057       609-760-0399 (cell) 

www.LittleHoovesRomneys.com 
email: c.carlisle@littlehoovesromneys.com 

 

Q%*:5 <7'/ A7.) 

²ƘƛǘŜ ϧ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
/ƻƭƻǊŜŘ wƻƳƴŜȅǎ 
{ǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ CƭŜŜŎŜǎ 

роу DŜƛƎŜƭ Iƛƭƭ wŘΦ 
hǧǎǾƛƭƭŜ t! муфпн 

ǿƛƴŘȅƻŀƪǎŦŀǊƳϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

όсмлύ упт-рпмф 
²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ 
ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ нлмр 

board’s consideration.  
Our current focus is on 
registrations and board 
attendance policies.  If 
you are interested in join-
ing our work, or if there is 

a policy or procedure you 
would like clarified, 
please contact me. 
!ƴƴŜ aŎLƴǘȅǊŜ-[ŀƘƴŜǊ      
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ-ŀǘ-[ŀǊƎŜ  
ƻƭȅƳǇƛŀŦŀǊƳϪŀǘǘΦƴŜǘ 

cies. Handspinners and farmers can also learn how to 
choose fleeces and live animals for their fiber quality. 
   Fun activities will include tours of the fiber mill, 
goat cart driving, sheep shearing, sheepdog herding 
and finger puppets. Individual farms will also offer 
breeding stock, unprocessed and processed fiber 
products, and a wide variety of quality handcrafted 
items in their shops – from yarn to garments de-
signed by the members, along with cuts of lamb and 
Tuscan cheeses. 
   For more information about the tour visit http://
washingtoncountyfibertour.org 

Celebrating agricultural diversity  
/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мм 



By Maggie Howard  
   It occurs to me that some of us 
may feel excluded from discus-
sions of genetic improvement pro-
grams—especially improvements 
based upon a multi-trait approach. 
“I am too small and I don’t under-
stand the genetic stuff. The bigger 
farms can do it and they will sell 
the improved stock to me.” This 
idea and those like it betray a pro-
found misunderstanding of how 
things work. 
   A farm engaged in improving 
their genetics will not sell those 
animals to you. They must retain 
those for several generations in 
order to lock in the particular im-
provement for their own farm and 
to make sure that the 
“improvement” does not carry any 
linked, negative baggage. 
   Secondly, “genetics” is just a 
term used to specify that traits, 
passed from parents to offspring, 
use an elegant series of molecules 
called DNA for this transmission. 
This is an expanding and compli-
cated field in the bio-chemical sci-
ences but remains a very visual, 
hands-on field to us, the produc-
ers. Since any trait is indicative of 
the genes that produced it, when 
we change or improve a trait, we 
have changed the genetic combi-
nations involved in its making. 
   Third, there are only four things 
you need in order to begin a ge-
netic improvement program on 
your farm: (1) a flock of any size 
that includes at least one ram, (2) 
a copy of the Breed Standard, (3) a 
knowledge of what you really like 
or dislike about your own sheep, 
(4) a way to measure those things 
that you like or dislike. 

   Well…we all have a flock. The 
Breed Standard is on ARBA’s web 
site. And each of us is very aware 
of what we appreciate in our 
sheep. That leaves “measure-
ment” as the only bugaboo. So, let 
us investigate what to measure 
and how to measure it. 
   You may think that you need ex-
pensive equipment or expensive 
tests in order to measure targeted 
traits. But, in most cases, that is 
not true. We must remember that 

measurement is merely an evalua-
tion or a judgment.  It may be ex-
pressed in numbers as in “the man 
is 6 foot 1 inch tall”; it may be ex-
pressed as a positive or a negative 
as in “I took the measure of the 
man and found him wanting.” That 
a measurement may be many 
things gives us the freedom to de-
cide what to evaluate and how to 

record our evaluation. 
   What kind of things we first 
begin to measure is most easily 
guided by our Romney breed 
standard. It declares the Romney 
to be a “dual purpose” sheep. That 
would seem to indicate that both 
body/meat and fleece/wool must 
reach a level hand-in-hand. This 
corresponds very well with the 
multi-trait approach and should 
help us to avoid some of the in-

verse relationships discussed in 
my last article. 
   The dual purpose goal offers, 
most readily, fifteen items where 
selection based upon record keep-
ing could effect a measureable im-
provement within two genera-
tions. In this listing, you will find 
the tools required for the meas-
urement in parenthesis: 

Body/Meat: 
1) growth/average daily gain 
(scale) 
2) loin length (hand and eye) 
3) width-height relationship (tape 
measure and eye) 
4) retail yield in re live weight 
(butcher’s slip, own records) 
5) average reproductive rate ( own 
records) 
6) average longevity/breeding use 
of ewe flock (own records) 
7) number of assisted births re-
quired (own records) 
Fleece/Wool: 
8) average skirted fleece yield 
(scale) 
9) year’s average staple length 
(ruler) 
10) crimp per inch (first joint index 
finger) 
11) average lock width (ruler) 
12) percent flock with full con-
sistency, front to back (hand and 
eye) 
13) percent flock with full integrity 
in pigment production (eye) 
14) distribution of available color 
patterns (eye and pedigrees) 
15) average fiber diameter pro-
duced (off-farm test results) 
   This listing is not complete. 
There are many more that could 
be added. However, any of 
them—alone or in combination—
can be used to select for an im-
proved genetic product.  Addition-
ally, an improvement in any of 
these categories will increase suc-
cessful marketing of your prod-
ucts.  Please note that eleven of 
these targets require no more 
than you, yourself. 
   It is sometimes helpful to imag-
ine the gene pool as a globe—a 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мс 
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Jump In! The (gene) pool is GREAT! 
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three dimensional grouping that has size, circumfer-
ence and depth. The larger the population, the larger 
is the globe. Within this globe, or three dimensional 
circle, reside all of the genes present in the popula-
tion. 
   So, how is it possible to measure or evaluate a par-
ticular set of traits whose genes reside within a globe 
composed of hundreds of thousands of their fellows? 
How does one dip in and isolate one, single trait? 
Following Descartes’ simple but elegant solution, we 
parse our circle of genetic interconnections using his 
simple tool: the graph.  By inserting two lines that 
gather specific, applicable data, we bend the circle 
form into a linear shape from which we can select: 
 
 
                                                                           
   
 
   The result of this selected bending of the circle’s 
form is usually called the Bell Curve.  It will show you 
the genetic distribution of your selected trait within 
your own flock. 
   Time and natural selection have affected the genes 
in such a way that—in any given population—the 
majority of the population’s members can be seen to 
cluster about a central point: 
   
 
 
 
 
   This clustering is nature’s way to insure the viability 
of the population.  Excesses in the trait—either posi-
tive or negative—will be found at the far right hand 
and at the far left hand values of the line. 
What is most desired in a multi-trait improvement 
scheme is a slight shift of the central point ( the 
Mean or average value) to the right on the X axis. 
Example:    Year 1    Year 3   
 
 
 
 
 
   Some few sequential steps will insure this positive, 

subtle shifting: 
1) Select two or three of the listed traits that most 
interest you for your flock. If you select your targeted 
traits so that you include both body and fleece traits, 
the inverse relationship between size and AFD can be 
reduced/avoided. Progress upon the “complete ani-
mal” will be much easier. 
2) Measure those selected traits using some applica-
ble set of evaluation terms…numerical values or plus/
minus signs or -1, 0, +1 …whatever works best for you 
and the trait at hand. 
3) By means of a graph or an equation, determine the 
Mean point in your lamb crop for each of your two or 
three traits. Each trait will have a separate Mean or 
average value within your flock. 
4) Select for retention those individuals whose data 
resides to the right of the Mean in every one of your 
selected trait graphs. 
By this retention, you will have changed the gene fre-
quencies of two or three traits within your flock. Just 
remember that you want your retained lambs to ex-
ceed your lamb flock’s Mean in each of your chosen 
traits. On all of the two or three graphs, your retained 
lambs should have their data points within the shaded 
portion shown below here: 
     
 
 
 
 
    
   There is a philosophical and psychological advantage 
to this in-house graphing, finding the Mean scheme: 
one need only be concerned with ones own stock.  
Your animals are competing only with each other. This 
allows you to maximize your own geography and your 
own best feeding plan. It also allows you to peacefully 
ignore the record-busting gains you hear spoken 
about by others. 
   I will use my own farm’s experience as an example 
of my meaning. I realize that this might be a source of 
great amusement to some. But, that is OK. It is a real 
experience and an adequate example of what can be 
done in a short period of time. 
   In the beginning, my flock was composed of seven 
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ewes and one ram. They were 
from show-based houses and had 
been selected for their growth 
with a supplemented ration. (If I 
was aware of this at the time, it 
meant nothing to me.) Poor 
things! They came to a hard 
scrabble, volcanic region where 
they were expected to grow their 
lambs out on seasonal mixed pas-
ture, canal bank weeds and so-so 
mixed hay in the winter. They 
probably thought they had died 
and gone to you-know-where. 
   Due to the prior selection meth-
ods, the first lambs from this flock 
had an average daily gain of only 
0.30 pounds per day and their av-
erage micron value was bumping 
the Romney limit at 39u. These 
two values were the Mean or cen-
tral point on my two graphs. 
These animals had not been se-
lected for the conditions they 
were experiencing.  This left me in 
an awkward position—lambs I 
could only send to auction that 
sported fleeces I could not sell. 
   But, they were Romneys and 
possessed the Romney’s gene 
pool depth. And I loved each of 
them. What to do? All other 
things being equal, I decided to 
use a three-trait combination of 
average daily gain (body trait), 
fleece consistency (fleece trait) 
and average fiber diameter 
(fleece trait) to nudge my flock to 
the right on the X axes. 
   Four lambing seasons later, us-
ing only the progeny from these 
ewes, the lambs attained an aver-
age of 0.75 pounds per day and 
my flock’s average micron had 
come to a respectable 35u. 
   At this present point in time, the 
numbers have grown to one hun-

dred ewes and seven rams. While 
the feed ration remains as it al-
ways was, the lambs nudge the 
growth value to above 0.80 
pounds per day and the entire 
flock’s average AFD is 34u. We 
easily make good butcher weight 
for direct marketing within seven 
months of birth. By using the 
Romney’s color pattern options, 
we offer fleece in sixteen shades 
that offer spinning options of 29u, 
31u and 34u. 
   If each of us were retaining all of 
our lambs each and every lambing 
season, such a scheme could be 

viewed as cruel. But, none of us 
keep them all.  Therefore, those 
we keep should move our flock 
toward improvement. “Improve-
ment” is genetic. Data collection, 
some small graphing exercises 
and a conscious retention of 
those few lambs that move your 
flock’s Mean to the right in sever-
al traits will allow our Romneys 
and each of our individual mar-
keting plans to flourish. 
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Thompson Romneys 
 

Randy & Elaine Thompson 
4004 50th St. Ct. E., Tacoma, WA 98443 

253.926.8150 / Randy@bpfarms.com 

¶ ARBA Registered 
¶ White & Natural  

Colored Romneys 
¶ Classic Romney  

Lines & Looks 
¶ Fleece, Carded Wool & Yarn 
¶ Breeding Stock 
¶ Good Temperament 
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developed from 1980 through 2003 scanned to pdf. That work accounts 
for about 38,000 registration certificates. The next step is the transfer of 
those records to acid free boxes, and transporting them to the library 
for storage. Jane Caulfield will assist Chris in coordinating that process. 
Help is still needed to prepare the PDF files for ASR. That work can be 
done via electronic transfer. 
   To read the complete minutes from the ARBA winter board meeting, 
and other great information, visit http://americanromney.org/ 
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American Romney Breeders Association 
58221 Lee Valley Road 
Coquille, OR 97423 

The BEST of the WEST 
  

White & Color Patterned Romneys  
Gentle Temperaments  

Beautiful Fleeces  
Fiber Micron Value & Color Pattern Available  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE WELCOME YOUR INQUIRIES  
Preð and Post-Sale Support  

Neverends Farm 
541-487-4672 
avery@peak.org 

Tawanda Farms 
530-459-0966 
tawandafarms53@att.net 


