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  Realize Resultsé            Presidentôs Message  

 

Greetings from Ohio! I hope that you 
are all staying safe and well, and have 
enjoyed the first few weeks of summer.  
This will definitely be a summer that we 
will remember (maybe not so fondly) for 
years to come. 
The on-going pandemic and related 
fallout has undoubtedly affected all of 
us in many ways.  As an association, 
we are dealing with cancelled events 
including many shows and fiber festi-
vals, in person sales, and now our an-
nual meeting has been affected due to 
the cancellation of the New York Sheep 
and Wool Festival in Rhinebeck.  While 
this is obviously a blow because it af-
fects the usual operations of ARBA, it is 
a greater blow because it will prevent 
us from being able to see old friends in 
person. 
However, we must persevere.  Discus-
sions are already taking place on the 
best way to hold a ñvirtualò annual 
meeting.  While many of us have grown 
accustomed to (and for some of us,  

               With Romneys! 
quite tired of) the concept of virtual meetings, they do present some 
unique opportunities for us as an association.  Some board members 
have great experience with conducting and coordinating on-line gath-
erings and have shared many great ideas for us to make this a very 
interactive and beneficial meeting for the members of ARBA.  The oth-
er major benefit to the members is that, if the meeting is held in an on-
line environment, travel will not be a hindrance to anyone! 
While this is still a very fluid situation, we would like your input.  If you 
have any ideas for things to include with the annual meeting, such as 
educational topics, interactive experiences, or other suggestions to 
make a virtual meeting better and more enjoyable, please share these 
with either me or any ARBA board member.  We want to make this a 
meeting to remember, for all the right reasons! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Don Burgess 

Welcome New 
Board Members 

 
Thank you to all who came 
forward to have their names 
included on the ballot for the 
ARBA 2020 election. 
Results of the election are 
as follows: 
Director at Large:  
       Melissa Wubben 
District 2 Director: 
      Patricia Sanville 
District 4 Director: 
     Zane Van Horsen 
District 6 Director: 
     Kenneth Gossard 
 
   Congratulations to all. 
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Romney Ramblings 
The Romney Ramblings is the newsletter 
of the American Romney Breeders Asso-
ciation.  The purpose of the Ramblings is 
to provide sheep industry news, high-
light the efforts of ARBA, announce 
events and activities, provide an outlet 
for promotion of your sheep and wool 
products and recognize the accomplish-
ments of the membership. 

Advertising in the Ramblings 
Full Page    $100  
1/2 Page    $75 
1/3 Page    $60 
1/4 Page    $35 
Card Ad      $20 
Classified Adsñ45 cents per word. 
 
Above rates are based on camera 
ready copy, sized to fit the space pur-
chased for the ad.  Ads prepared by 
the editor will be charged at $15 per 
hour, with a minimum fee of $15. 
 
Send all advertising information and 
news to:  JoAnn Mast 
              58221 Lee Valley Road 
   Coquille, OR  97423 
              (541) 572-3094 
            soromney@wildblue.net 
      secretary@americanromney.org 

  

Welcome to our New Members  
 

Joining ARBA after April 1, 2020 
John McKeon 

Dickerson, Maryland 
Anne Marie Halsey 
Dickerson, Maryland 
Garrathan Kirby 

Frankford, West Virginia 
Ryan Bingen 

Allenton, Wisconsin 
Amy Miller 

Keymar, Maryland 
Julia Kjaer 

South Haven, Minnesota 
 

  Take time to introduce yourself to these new Romney breeders.  
Contact information can be located on the ARBA website, member-

ship directory. www.americanromney.org 

ARBA on Facebook  Check out the American Romney Breeders Association Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/americanromney. to see events, news and reminders about the 
association.  

ARBA on Instagram  ARBA now has an Instagram account for sharing events and news 
about the association.  Its handle is: @americanromney. 

Gaggle A new online email group has been formed as a way for members to share information 
about their sheep, management practices, events, etc. with each other more easily and be up to 
date on what the ARBA Board is working on.  It is hosted through Gaggle Email.  For more infor-
mation and how to join if you have not already received an introductory email, contact Carol 
Pasheilich, District 5 Director. 

ARBA Website  The ARBA website, americanromney.org, has information to assist with 
many of your association and production needs.  You can advertise your products and animals, 
read about management tools, review animal health needs, locate members in your region, read 
minutes of the board meetings and keep up to date with news submitted by your directors and 
district representatives. 

        Connecting With ARBA 

Mentoring Program 
Mentors are available to assist breeders with questions, discuss 
upcoming events, chat sheep and help promote the membership.  
ARBA members have signed up as mentors, and this list is posted 
on the website.  
 

 

Flock Record Book:   
Provides general sheep infor-
mation and space to record 

lambs born and raised for 1 or 
several years. 

Price:  $3.00 postpaid. 

Order now from the  
ARBA Secretary. 

secretary 
@americanromney.org 

                 www.americanromney.org 
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District One—New England 

Greetings from Connecticut. 
2020 has been quite a year.  While many spring and 
summer events have been cancelled, we continue to 
enjoy our Romneys.  This is a great time to focus on 
our flocks, fiber and breeding.   
At this time, the 2020 Northeast Youth Sheep Show is 
planning to occur at new dates from July 31-August 2. 
More information is available on their Facebook page 
and on the NESWGA website, nesheep.org.  Addi-
tionally, the Big E is working on plans for September. 
There are hopes that these shows will allow some 
normalcy to return to our lives.   
There has also been an emergence of on-line shows, 
fiber festivals and fleece sales.  While it is not the 
same as in person events, it allows us to connect with 
fellow breeders.   
  If you have questions or information that you would 
like included in a future district report, please let me 
know.  I always enjoy talking Romneys. 
 
Emma Morton Rogers, District Director                                         
emmamorton246@gmail.com                                
401-470-5306 

 

District Two—Mid-Atlantic 

Greetings from District 2!  This spring has been a very 
odd one without the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festi-
val.  I canôt remember ever missing the festival since I 
started showing sheep in the late 90ôs.  That is one of 
my favorite weekends of the year and I greatly missed 
seeing everyone! 
As we look to the summer and fall, the strangeness 
seems to carry on.  Many fairs and festivals have al-
ready been cancelled, including the New Your State 
Sheep and Wool Festival in Rhinebeck.  Others are 
doing their best and holding out hope to try and have 
some resemblance of an event.  I know things will 
absolutely be different, but I hope that we can all get 
to at least one sheep related event this year, whether 
itôs a sheep show, fiber festival, or educational class. 
District 2 was supposed to hold a Regional Show this 
year, but due to the unknown, planning has been hin-
dered.  I will try my best to throw something together if 
any venues show potential, or at the very least we 
can organize a virtual show.  If you have any sugges-
tions, please send them my way! 
If you have not already done so, please join our Face-
book group, American Romney Breeders Association 
District 2.  I have been sharing some fantastic re-
sources such as virtual FAMACHA classes and Small 
Ruminant webinars.  Please feel free to contact me 
anytime with questions, ideas/suggestions, upcoming 
events, etc.  Stay Well! 
 
Allison Seyfert, District Director 
MRFsheep@gmail.com 
410-804-0492 
 
 

  Rambling Roads ~ Notes from District Directors 

District Three—Central 
 

Greetings to ARBA Members from District 3! 
As all our members and their families are grappling with the 
challenges the past four months have presented, we hope 
there will be light at the end of the tunnel soon!  At this time, 
those folks who rely on the Fiber Festivals and Sheep Shows 
to more their fiber and breeding stock are carefully watching 
to see how the Fall Shows will pan out.  As I write this letter, 
there are still a couple of State Fairs that have not made a 
final call.  All the Fiber Festivals have shut down up to Sep-
tember 1.  We are blessed with Fiber Festival staff that have 
taken on the daunting task of running Virtual Sales.  Michigan 
Fiber Festival is starting to  ramp up running a Virtual Festi-
val.  Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival has not finalized 
what a scaled down Fiber Festival will be. 
The virtual and on-line sales are helping bridge the gap with 
shutdown of all the shows.  It takes great creativity and effort. 
It also presents several huge opportunities for frustration and 
anxiety.  Some folks are anxious about tying into on-line 
sales and I definitely can relate with the challenging internet 
service and all the on-line options available. Another source 
of stress is shipping once you have sold some fiber.  I would 
like to encourage those who are new to this realm to just try 
something.  If youôve not done a lot of shipping there are 
some key pints to be aware of that will help: 

Tips for Shipping Fiber 
1) Folks are using UPS, FED-EX and USPS.  Personally, I 
use USPS for two reasons, one there is a local Post Office in 
all the towns around me and I can drop a box off at a lobby 
when running errands.  Also, to hit a FedEx or UPS store I 
have to travel 35 miles one way so I like the local option. 
2) Shipping times have gone from 2-3 days for Priority to 3 
weeks.  As the states are opening the terminal plants are 
starting to open buck up so delivery times may get better.  
When you ship out any wool to customers, clearly communi-
cate that delays are occurring across all carriers. 
3) When shipping a raw fleece, it is amazing how small a box 
it can compact into to help reduce shipping costs.  I use a 
shop vac to pull out air.  I pack the fleece in a plastic bag. 
Other folks use paper bags and some just pack in the box.  I 
caution on the latter as I did have one box that had broken 
open.  The plastic bag protected the fleece and prevented 
loss of the fleece. 
4) You may want to recommend that when the wool does 
arrive that they take it our of any plastic bags for a good air-
ing out.  When I packed up my fleeces for the Maryland 
Sheep and Wool festival temperatures were in the 70ôs and it 
had been raining.  By the time the fleeces had arrived they 
had been packed in plastic bags and the temperatures had 
been ranging in the high 80ôs and 90ôs.  This is a great way to 
develop a musty smell in the fleece. 
5) Using USPS is not as complicated as it seems.  If you 
want to figure out shipping costs you can access the https://
postcalc.usps.com/.  This tool allows you to figure what the 
postal cost is without any cost.  Using Priority Mail is auto-
matic $50 insurance but the postal calculator does not give 
you the cost of additional insurance. 
6) You can print your own USPS labels and even ship from 
your home or shop using the following link.  
https://reg.usps.com.                         Continued on page 4 



District 3 continued 
Now for the Fun!  I would like to share information about 
junior members in District 3. 
Caitlin Plank is a 2020 graduate from Hillsdale High 
School in Michigan. She also graduates from the Branch 
Area Career Center, where she was enrolled in the En-
vironmental Agriculture Science 1 & 2. She has been a 
member of FFA for 2 years and was chapter secretary 
for 2019-2020.  She also competed at the State and 
National levels while in FFA.  She was selected as one 
of three finalists, in Michigan, for the Star Farmer Award 
in Production. 
Caitlin has been a junior member of the ARBA for nine 
years. She was born into the sheep industry.  Her family 
continues to raise Romneys, both white and natural col-
ored. She has exhibited Romneys at many state and 
national shows, where she has won many grand, re-
serve and supreme titles. This includes major wins at 
NAILE, MI State Fair and National Romney shows. 
Caitlin also raises and shows rabbits and cavies all over 
the Unites States. She plans to take classes at Kellogg 
Community College, then plans to transfer to Michigan 
State Univesity to major in Agri Business while minoring 
in Crop and Soil Sciences. 
Now from Wausau, Wisconsin: 
We are Malorie and Lindsey Schmoll and weôre from 
Wausau, WI.  Our family has been raising Romneys for 
the past four years and we have a small flock of 14 
ewes.  Along with raising and showing Romneys, we 
also show commercial crossbred lambs at our county 
and state fairs.  In addition to sheep raising, Lindsey 
raises a small herd of Angus cattle.  We are small but 
mighty! 
Though we have not been with the Romney breed very 
long we have been able to gain great success thanks to 
many members within the association that were very 
kind to help us learn more about the breed! We stood 
3rd overall at the Wisconsin State Fair in 2018 and then 
earned Champion Romney ewe at the 2018 North 
American Livestock Expo.  As a family we have had a 
lot of fun raising the Romneys and are continuing to 
learn more about the industry.  We were very excited to 
hove our first lamb crop this year and are looking for-
ward to showing this summer. 
Along with being a part of the livestock industry, Malorie 
is also a cross country and track runner for South Dako-
ta State University.  Her experience on the team has 
contributed to our market lamb program. Over the years 
we have worked hard to develop a market lamb pro-
gram that helps build muscle and brings out the most in 
the lambs.  We found the best way to do this is to treat 
our lambs like athletes.  We give them about two hard 
workouts a week that consist of short sprints and give 
them plenty of rest.  With the exercise being more in-
tense, we found it is important to monitor each lambs 
feed to make sure they get proper fuel and that their 
workouts are manageable for them.  If a lamb becomes 
too stressed, then we back off on their exercise.  The 
combination of hard work and closely monitoring our 
lambs ensure that they are being pushed to the best of 
their ability and stay happy and healthy! 
We look forward to seeing everyone this coming show 
season!  
Hoping the next four months settles down for all. 
 
Penny Swearingen, District Director 
pswearingen@dmcibb.net 
517-610-1421 

Director Reports Continued 
Page 4            ROMNEY RAMBLINGS 

Top:  Caitlin Plank     Center:  Lindsey Schmoll 
ARBA Junior Members in District Three 

Below:  New ewes join flock at Love Ewe Farm. 
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District 4—Oregon 
 

Hello from  Oregonôs Willamette Valley, 
With so much happening in the world I hope everyone is staying safe and 
healthy. 
This summer looks a little different for many of us.  Instead of preparing for 
fairs and fitting our sheep for the show ring we are sitting back and watching 
our lambs grow.  There is still regular sheep care to keep us all busy, from 
shearing to marketing lambs, breeding stock and fiber. 
I have seen many breeders here in the Pacific Northwest working together to 
have fiber sales on their farms in the absence of fiber festivals.  Good work 
representing the Romney breed as well as supporting your fellow shepherds. 
As many of you may have already guessed due to Covid-19 restrictions and 
the cancellation of fairs and festivals we are unable to host our ARBA regional 
show here in District 4.  We look forward to seeing all of you next year on the 
west coast for the ARBA National Show. 
If you are a fiber enthusiast looking for an Oregon fiber event the Prairie City 
Fiber Festival is still moving forward with their event to be held July 25 & 26 in 
Prairie City, Oregon.  Also on  July 25, the Willamette Valley Ram Sale is set 
for the annual sale of rams and ewes in Scio, Oregon. 
 
Nicole Murray, District Director 
coveredbridgefiber@gmail.com 
541-900-0038 

Secretary or Registrar? 
When should you send information to the ARBA secretary (Oregon) 
and when should you send paperwork to Associated Registries 
(Kansas)? 
General association questions can be directed to the secretary or any 
board members. 
Membership, futurity and fund raising monies are sent to the secre-
tary. 
Information for the Romney Ramblings and the ARBA website is sent 
to the secretary. 
Animal registrations and transfers are sent to Associated Registries in 
Wamego, Kansas. 
Pedigree searches and requests are done by Associated Registries. 
If paperwork for the registrar is sent to the secretary, an added week 
or more will be added to the processing time. 

District 5—Pacific 
 

It is not an understatement to say Nothing Is 
Happening in District 5.  Black Sheep Gather-
ing was cancelled.  I havenôt heard whether or 
not Oregon Flock and Fiber will happen in 
September.  Washington State Fair in 
Puyallup has not been decided, so maybe 
there is hope. 
Looking forward to our national show and sale 
in 2021.  We are going forward with the plan-
ning. I have just found out that there is a dedi-
cated Romney fleece show at Puyallup.  I will 
be talking to Lin Schwider, who is in charge of 
the fleece show, about having prizes and rib-
bons for Romney fleeces.  Please keep the 
fleece show in mind, especially if you cannot 
make the trip west in 2021. Perhaps you can 
send a fleece to compete and make it a very 
special Romney show. 
Once again I have introduced another Rom-
ney breeder from District 5, Karen Leback.  
She is a very interesting lady.  If you would 
like to be introduced in the next Ramblings, 
please contact me. 
 
Carol Pasheilich, District Director 
tawandafarms53@att.net 
530-459-0966  
 
See Karen Leback story on next page. 
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Meet Karen Leback by Carol Pasheilich 
Meet Karen Leback, Anchor Farm, Winlock, WA, shepherd, artist, 
wife, mother, grandmother and all around very nice person.  Karen 
and her husband Terry have been raising sheep since 1976! When 
they started in sheep, Suffolk was their breed of choice.  But after 
many problems with hoof rot, and other problems such as expen-
sive breeding stock and very large animals, they changed to Rom-
neys. 
Their farm is 35 acres large.  They raise their own hay for their ani-
mals. When we spoke they were getting ready to cut this yearôs har-
vest. 
Karen loves the way that Romneys look, their fleece characteristics, 
black points and of course, their resistance to hoof rot.  She has 
loved raising Romneys.  Her flock of 15 ewes are all white.  Some 
of her foundation flock came from Judah.  The breeders on the west 
coast know that the Judahôs sheep were superior, hardy and true to 
the breedôs characteristics. 
While Karenôs children were young, they showed the 
sheep at the local fairs through 4-H.  It was and still is 
a good way to make friends and to learn about the 
sheep.  She has one granddaughter who loves the 
Romneys and loves to show them.  She showed a 
ewe lamb at Southwest Washington Fair last year.  
The lamb not only took best Romney ewe, she took  

champion ewe of all the breeds.  What a tribute to our Romney breed. 
Karen is an award winning artist gifted in watercolor, oil and photography.  
You can find her at Karen Leback Fine Arts on Facebook. And as if paint-
ing, photography, and shepherding were not enough to keep her busy, she 
also shows her horses in dressage. She is truly a multifaceted person in 
many different areas. 
When I asked here what she thought was important for ARBA to focus on, 
two things came up: 1) Youth.  She thinks it is important to involve our 
young people in raising Romneys.  2) To maintain the breed standard. 
Very important. 
If you are looking for good white breeding stock with diverse genetics, you 
canôt go wrong contacting Karen Leback. 

All photos on this page are from Anchor Farm, Terry 
and Karen Leback, Winlock, Washington. 
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District 6—South 
Summer is here and it is a sad one in respects to all 
the fiber festivals and sheep shows that have been 
cancelled.  On the other, itôs a nice time to enjoy 
watching the new lambs grow and graze in our pas-
tures! 
It is also the time to predominantly use local and social 
media to promote the sale of your lambs, fleeces, and 
farm products.  I hope everyone has a great summer 
and that fall will bring back normalcy to all of our lives! 
I want to introduce Shannon and Tim Maxwell of Sem-
per Fi Farm, who have a wonderful story to tell and 
also say ñThank you for your service Timò! 
 
Betsy McPherson, District Director 
loveewefarm@gmail.com 
804-883-5078 
 
Semper Fi Farm 
Nestled in Southwest Virginia-Blueridge Highlands, 
along the banks of Cripple Creek, Semper Fi Farm is a 
place of retreat and purpose where, like the sign says, 
ñCamaraderie Continues.ò  The farm, home to Tim and 
Shannon Maxwell and their family and headquarters 
for Sempermax Support fund, is an extension of a sin-
cere labor of love to bring wounded, ill, and injured 
veterans and their families together in the knowledge 
that they are never alone and always part of a mission.  
After sustaining a penetrating traumatic brain injury in 
Iraq and retiring after 21 years in the Marine Corps, 
Tim knew he needed a new mission as did others.  He 
and his wife Shannon started Sempermax Support 
Fund in 2009  to enhance the morale of those affected 
by visible and invisible wounds.  In 2015, Tim was de-
termined to bring that mission to a geographic location 
where the pace was slower and crowds fewer to aid in 
the healing.  ñWe Marines and other veterans do not sit 
around well and crowds can increase stress,ò says 
Tim.  ñI wake up each day on the farm with no short-
age of things to motivate me, including our growing 
flock of Romneys.ò 
Throughout the year and particularly during Semper-
max Support Fundôs annual Veterans Flag Day week-
end event held at semper Fi Farm, wounded, ill, and 
injured veterans stop in with or without their families.  
They spend an afternoon, a weekend, or a few days 
and find ñbed and breakfastò type hospitality and a bit 
of recovery in working side by side with Tim and Shan-
non on various farm projects or animal care.  In addi-
tion , they find respite as they sit and fish in the flowing 
waters, hike or ride up into the high ground to feed the 
Herefords, and immerse themselves in the peaceful-
ness of the roaming chickens, frolicking lambs and 
bleating Suffolks and Romneys out in the green pas-
tures on the homestead side of the creek. 
ñNot having been raised on farms, we started with 6 
Suffolk ewes to learn what we didnôt know with an ani-
mal we felt we could safely handle.  About three years 
in, we looked for a breed of sheep that might help 
strengthen the line with a better hoof and resilience in 
some of the wetter areas of pasture and to attain a 
higher quality wool.  Research led to Romneys as a  

great fit and homage to Timôs Scottish heritage.  Finding 
Betsy from Love Ewe Farm was a blessing in integrating the 
Romneys,ò says Shannon. 
Semper Fi Farm, located in Rural Retreat, Virginia now 
breeds both pure Romneys and Romney/Suffolk crosses and  
will begin selling Semper Fi Socks from its Romney wool in 
Fall 2020. 
 
Photos:  Semper Fi Farm Romney ewe with lambs, 2020. 
               Ewes and lambs taking a break at Semper Fi Farm. 
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ARBA Annual Meeting 
The June 27 meeting of the board provided the following regarding our 2020 ARBA Annual Meeting. The dates will re-
main the same. There will be no in-person gathering in Rhinebeck. October 16-17 will be dedicated to conducting the 
business of the association. The schedule will include a meeting of the current board, the annual business meeting and 
a meeting of the new board. Save the dates and watch for details as plans are finalized.  
Several options were presented during the board meeting, ranging from trying to relocate to another fair, show or festi-
val, to hosting an event for business meetings without sheep shows, sales or dinner, but with the uncertainty of where 
to gather and the lack of a guarantee that the site would be available, the decision to go with a virtual meeting seemed 
the best bet.  It was suggested to cancel the annual meeting and resume in 2021 during the National Romney Show in 
Puyallup, WA.  That idea was considered, but failed to gain support of the board. 
If you have made reservations in Poughkeepsie, NY at the Hampton Inn & Suites, be sure to cancelðunless you are 
set to take a road trip and want to tune in to the meeting from your room in New York. 
Phone number for cancellation:  (845) 463-7500   
Group Name: American Romney Breeders Association 
Group Code: ARB 

Silent  
Auction 

Funds collected 
from the silent auc-
tion held during the 
annual meeting are 
used to support the 
activities provided 
our junior mem-
bers. This ranges 
from added cash 
for sheep and 
fleece show plac-
ings, participation 
promotions for all 
attending events, 
scholarships, and 
special awards for 
specific events. 
Think about how 
you might offer an 
item for the auction 
this year.  Although 
a plan has not been 
developed at this 
time, I imagine a 
silent auction could 
be arranged to 
keep the tradition 
alive.  Gift certifi-
cates, light weight 
items, services, 
discounts on sheep 
or fiber purchases. 
All would work.  
One additional 
piece will be the 
shipping of items. 
This will be up to 
the seller/donator 
to provide.  Start 
thinking of how this 
might happenðand 
share your ideas. 



White & Natural   Colored Breeding Stock 
 
 
 
 

510 Centerton Road         856-866-1747 (home) 
   Moorestown, NJ 08057     609-760-0399 (cell) 

 
www.LittleHoovesRomneys.com 

email: c.carlisle@littlehoovesromneys.com 

  

        The Carlisle Family 

     E/C PLANK 
  Natural Colored Romneys  
 

    2871 W. Hallett Road                                                                                    
    Hillsdale, MI 49242      
        (517) 437-2984 
     cwplank@sbcglobal.net   
       Ethan & Caitlin Plank                                                              

        
         

òHome of the 2019 National Romney Show    
Champion Natural Colored Ram & Eweó 
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USDA Coronavirus Food  
Assistance Program 

USDA will soon begin taking applications for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program.  As part 
of applying for the program, you will need to 
contact the Farm Service Agency county office 
to schedule an appointment.  Find your office at 
http://farmers.gov/cfap. Your local FSA staff will 
work with you to apply for the program. 
Payments will be calculated as follows: 
Price losses that occurred January 1ðApril 15. 
Compensation will be 85% of price loss. 
Expected losses from April 15 through the next 
two quarters.  Compensation will be 30% of 
expected losses. 

American Lamb Resource  
Center Website 

The American Lamb Resource Center website 
is officially relaunched.  This is an industry web-
site that is a great place for sheep producers, 
feeders, direct marketers, educators and pro-
cessors to start their search for information.  It 
pulls together a variety of resources from Amer-
ican Lamb organizations.  This site, 
www.LambResourceCenter.com is a service of 
the American Lamb Board, your check-off or-
ganization. 

Free Fecal Egg Count Analysis 
Northeast small ruminant producers and NSIP 
members have an opportunity to participate in a 
free fecal egg analysis to assist with selective 
breeding for resistance to gastrointestinal 
worms. 
This opportunity is available to National Sheep 
Improvement Program members either in or 
marketing animals to the Northeast who want to 
generate Estimated Breeding Values for para-
site resistance.  Non-NSIP members living in 
New England, NY, NJ, PA, WV, MD and DE are 
also eligible for this program. 
For details, refer to these sites: 
https://web.uri.edu/sheepngoat/files/URI-
NESARE-2020-FEC-Announcement-Final.pdf 
Email: urisheepandgoat@etal.uri.edu 
Flyer: URI NESARE 2020 FEC Announcement 
Final pdf. 

Vermont Farm Assists Covid-19 
A Vermont sheep farm is helping in the effort to 
develop safe and reliable ways to treat COVID-
19.  According to Dulcie Griffith, a veterinary 
technician and manager of Pleasant Valley 
Farm, sheep raised to produce antibodies used 
in testing are contributing to the work being 
conducted by Binding Ways.   
The sheep are immunized, make antibodies 
and then have blood collected and sent to the 
United Kingdom for use in antibody tests. 
See more on this in an article printed in the Rut-
land, Vermont Herald by Patrick McArdle. Also 
published in the June 2020 Sheep Industry 
News. 

Fiber Artist Market 
Use this free online marketplace for fiber producers and fiber artists 
as one means of responding to the closure of many fiber festivals 
this year.  https://fiberartistmarket.com/ 
This site includes online classes, online live sales, and online videos 
so that you can keep right on doing what your customers need while 
sheltering in place.  These services will extend through September 
30, 2020. 
Sign up today and set up your own store and sell direct trade to 
your customers.  This marketplace will be free of all charges. Our 
mission is to support all fiber producers and independent fiber art-
ists. We support FFA, 4-H, Livestock Conservancy, NCWGA, Shave 
em 2 Save em, and the American Sheep Growers Association. 
For more information contact us at: contact@fiberartistmarket.com 

ASI Photo Contest 2020 
Mark your calendar and grab your camera.  The deadline for the 
2020 Photo Contest is August 3.  All entries must be submitted by  
5 p.m. mountain time on that date.  The top three finishers in each 
category will receive a cash prize and be featured in the October 
issue of the Sheep Industry News. 
See details in the June 2020 Sheep Industry News or email: 
    kyle@sheepusa.org with subject line ASI Photo Contest. 



 
  

 
 

 
 

 
   RECESSIVELY COLORED       WHITE          DOMINANT COLORED  
  
                òWe do not show anymoreéé.but our genetics sure doó  

Congratulations to the following Romney breeders for their  
faith in our breeding program! 

  
Pitchfork Ranch, Michigan 
   Supreme White Ewe 2019 New York State Sheep & Wool Festival Anchorage 

Bloodlines Breeding 

  
Melissa Cunningham, Connecticut 

Supreme Fleece 2019 Big E on a fleece from òJakeó 
Supreme Ram at Goshen and Durham Fairs awarded òJakeó 

Sire of òJakeó is Anchorage 1421 
  

Courtney Lyman, Massachusetts 
Lyman 1801ñBest Nat. Color Fleece 2018 NAILE Junior Show 

Lyman 1802ñChampion Nat. Color Romney Ewe NEYSS & Sussex, NJ 
These twin ewes are out of an Anchorage ewe 

  
Tabitha Westermann, New Jersey 

Champion & Res. Champion Romney Ewe - 2019 Sussex, NJ 4-H Show 
Champion Romney Ram  -  2019 Sussex, NJ 4-H Show 
These three Romneys are all Anchorage breeding 

  
Penny Freeman Kemp, Connecticut 

Champion Ram and Best Fleece with Anchorage Farm 1661  
at 2019 New Jersey Sheep & Fiber Festival 
Champion Ram at local 4-H Show, also AF1661 

  
Kylee Cole, New York 
Reserve Champion Natural Colored Longwool Ewe at Dutchess County Fair  

 
 
  

Contact us early for all your show and breeding needs! 
  
        Owners                         To Our Romney Friends                       Inquiries To 
Stephen & Lizbeth                        Stay Healthy                           Graeme Stewart 
        Shafer                                                                                      845-399-2379 
                                                                                                  anchorage1@earthlink.net  
 
 

         Anchorage Farm   8 Mynderse Street  Saugerties, New York   



¶ ARBA Registered 
¶ White & Natural  

Colored Romneys 
¶ Classic Romney Lines 

& Looks 
¶ Fleece, Carded Wool & Yarn 
¶ Breeding Stock 
¶ Good Temperament 
 
Current Stud Rams: Aurora 240/12 
Aurora 138/17 & Ram Hill 224/14 

Thompson Romneys 
 

Randy & Elaine Thompson 
4004 50th St. Ct. E., Tacoma, WA 98443 
(253) 926-8150  Randy@bpfarms.com 
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Teaser Rams—Do they fit your breeding program? 
 
Methods used to assist in the onset of heat cycles in ewes can vary from doing nothing to using selenium, vitamin E, 
hormones and teaser rams.  The one that requires the least intense management, other than doing nothing, is introduc-
ing a teaser ram.  Teaser rams can be intact or vasectomized rams.  The effect of introducing a teaser ram varies by 
breed, and the influence of the ram can also vary by breed.  If using an intact ram, it may be wise to use a ram of a 
breed other than the ewe flock, in case ewes are bred prior to the planned introduction of the ram selected for the breed-
ing season.  Teaser rams that have been surgically vasectomized should not create an unexpected early breeding. 
All rams, teasers and herd sires, should be kept separate from the ewe flock for about two months prior to the planned 
breeding season.  The further the distance, the better.  Introduction of the teaser ram should be about three weeks prior 
to the anticipated start date for adding the herd sire.  The teaser ram attracts the attention of the ewes due to the phero-
mones produced that assist in the onset of estrus.  Pheromones are chemical substances secreted externally by various 
species that create a response in other animals of the same species.  In rams, the chemical is found in the wool and 
wax that collects around the ramôs eyes.  Rams need not be placed within the ewe flock for this chemical to create a 
response in the ewe.  The wool and wax can be trimmed from the ram and then rubbed over the muzzle of the ewes.  
This method needs to be done three times per day for two days to initiate a response in the ewe, and may be an effec-
tive tool for a small flock and/or where the ram to be introduced for breeding is also serving as the teaser ram.  This 
would prevent the earlier than desired breedings if an intact ram is used. 
The response in ewes can be immediate.  Those ewes that are stimulated by the pheromones will start releasing hor-
mones from their pituitary gland.  This reaction results in a ósilent heatô, in which the ewe will ovulate within three days 
but show no outward signs of being in heat.  Typically this ewe will cycle again within 18-21 days and produce the nor-
mal signs of heat and standing for the ram. 
Synchronization of heat cycles in the ewe flock, with the use of a teaser ramôs pheromones, could allow for a more man-
ageable lambing schedule.  If half of the ewes cycled within the first ten days of introduction of the teaser ram, followed 
by another half in the next two heat cycles, lambing would be complete in forty two days.  That may be longer than usual 
for some flocks, but may also help older ewes and yearling ewes become pregnant within a time line close to the rest of 
the flock. 
Whether or not this is something you need to try, now is the time to be considering if the shorter number of trips to the 
lambing barn might be something to look forward to. It may also produce a group of lambs that can be vaccinated, fed, 
sheared and marketed as a group rather than over several months. 

Epididymitis 

 

Epydidymitis is caused 
by Brucella ovis and 
creates tissue inflam-
mation, swelling and 
scar formation in the 
epididymis.  The or-
ganism is discharged 
from an infected ram 
through semen and 
urine. Brucella ovis 
can enter another ram 
by breeding ewes re-
cently bred by an in-
fected ram, infected 
rams breeding other 
rams, rams ingesting 
contaminated feed or 
water. 
As the infection pro-
gresses, the testicular 
tissue shrinks and is 
replaced by scar tis-
sue. Reproductive fail-
ure occurs when the 
epididymis becomes 
blocked from swelling 
and scarring. 
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Iodine Essential 
Goiters, stillborn lambs, lambs without wool, live 
lambs too weak to nurse and ewes with too little milk 
to support them may all lead to a diet too low in io-
dine.  Various farm animals can be affected by a low 
level of iodine in the diet, but sheep tend to be af-
fected more often.  As with other minerals, the levels 
of iodine vary from state to state, and even within 
regions of a state.   
Iodine levels vary based on the amount consumed 
from feed, soil and water.  As with other minerals, 
selenium levels also impact iodine metabolism. 
Stress from cold temperatures and the ability of the 
thyroid gland to perform normally also impact how 
iodine is processed. 
Feed rations need to list iodized salt if you are in an 
area where iodine is supplemented.  Legumes have 
a higher iodine content than grasses, and soil con-
sumption can provide a higher level of iodine than 
the forages being produced.  
Ewes will usually not show signs of deficiency prior 
to lambing, but if lambs are born with goiter (an en-
larged thyroid gland) it is too late to prevent a high 
mortality rate in lambs born. Feeding a properly forti-
fied trace mineral salt for your area is a key to help-
ing limit the losses at lambing time. 

Southern Oregon  
Romneys 

 
JoAnn Mast & Kathleen Zappelli 

58221 Lee Valley Road 
Coquille, OR  97423 

(541) 572-3094 
soromney@wildblue.net 

 
White and Natural Color Breeding Stock 

Locker Lamb, Fleeces, Pelts 

Managing Ewes Prior to Breeding 
Prepping ewes for breeding is as important as the selection 
and management of the ram.  Wean lambs as early as possi-
ble, when they are consuming creep feed, grazing and spend-
ing time away from the ewe.  Eight weeks, 50 pounds, or a 
date typically set for weaning will all work. 
Dry the ewes with limited feeding for 4 to 5 days.  Deworm and 
do any routine treatments and/or vaccinations.  Watch for any 
signs of mastitis or other problems with the udder. Keep ewes 
on a maintenance ration once they have regained the body 
condition you desire. Cull ewes that are not providing the goals 
you have established. 
Prior to introducing the ram, flushing may help start the ewes 
cycling and preparing for breeding.  Flushing is adjusting the 
level of nutrition to a higher degree, either by adding grain, 
legumes or using higher quality pasture for grazing.  Two 
weeks of improved feeding, and the use of hormones or teaser 
rams, may lead to an earlier breeding date and perhaps a 
higher level of multiple births. 
Nutritional management through the breeding cycle can assist 
in preventing abortions, developing healthy lambs, providing 
an easier birth and producing milk levels to feed the lambs. 
Factors to consider for the ewe flock are not only related to 
nutrition, but also include shearing, deworming, feet trimming 
and vaccinating to reduce lamb losses.  All are based on your 
successes and the location of your farm. 

ARBA Registrations and Transfers 
Three sources of income provide dollars to support the annual budget for ARBA: membership dues, animal registrations 
and animal transfers.  The membership numbers have not fluctuated greatly, but the number of animals registered has 
decreased noticeably.  1995 saw 2,942 Romneys registered with ARBA.  2019 recorded 966.  When you reduce the 
number by nearly 2,000 you feel the impact.  Although not all Romneys are registered,  there are many in flocks around 
the country that could be.  If you sell animals, try to make certain the transfer of registry happens. If you have friends with 
animals they have not registered, but could, encourage them to do so.  If too many years pass and records become hard 
to find, the likelihood of registrations being generated is reduced. 
Transfers of ownership have taken a similar reduction, with 1995 recording 1,231 sheep sales and 2019 reporting 471.  
As we have time to work on records, flock plans and the upcoming breeding season, why not work toward getting a few 
more Romneys recorded with the American Romney Breeders Association.  The market may not be as strong as a year 
ago, but it may be strengthened by adding a sheep or two to the flock and assuring that they can be recorded and/or 
transferred to you or a shepherd close by. 
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Plan now for 2021 lambs 

Managing Rams for Fall Breeding 

Now is the time to start getting rams prepped for fall breeding.  If you are awaiting fall 
lambs, you have completed work with your rams but may be getting ready to expose an-
other group of ewes. 
Check pedigrees, refer to your lambing notes, determine the fertility rates of rams used to 
produce previous lamb crops, check birth weights and weaning weights, refer to the per-
centage of lambs registered compared to previous years and consider what changes if 
any you need to make for fall 2020. 
Rams should be in good body condition, good general health, clear of injuries that restrict 
their ability to breed ewes, move freely on sound feet and be active enough to make the 
transition from relaxed life to moving through a group of ewes needing to be bred. 
Deworming, shearing, vaccinating, supplementing and testing are all options to think 
about as breeding time arrives.  Routine deworming and feet trimming should include the 
rams, and not just the ewe and lamb groups.  Allowing rams to be impaired by lameness 
and/or parasites will do nothing to improve their ability to breed ewes successfully.  Use of 
antibiotics on rams close to and during breeding season has been questioned, so preven-
tion and maintenance may well be worth the effort. 

Breeding soundness exams performed by veterinarians may be worth the investment if you rely on one ram to service all 
ewes.  The exam will include an evaluation of the testicles (scrotal size and free of epididymitis) noticeable size differ-
ence in the testicles, and the collection and evaluation of semen (testing for white blood cells and healthy sperm).  If us-
ing ram lambs, larger and heavier lambs will usually have a larger scrotal circumference and perhaps provide a better 
level of fertility.  Ram lambs may also perform much better if continued on a supplemental feeding program during the 
breeding season. 
Ram fertility can also be impacted by high temperatures, transport, exhibition at shows, injury from other rams and the 
drive to locate and settle ewes that are in heat.  Using marking paint or a chalk marking harness will help identify what 
level of activity is taking place in the breeding groups.  Changing paint or chalk every 16 days will allow you to record 
which ewes are coming back into heat and not moving forward with producing that goal of lambs in 2021.  Changing 
rams may be necessary, and the use of marking paints can help make that decision. 
Some rams are just not sound.  They may mount and mark all your ewes, but they have no healthy sperm to offer.  Oth-
ers may not successfully mount and breed ewes.  If your ewes are tall, young and active and your ram is short, older 
and not highly motivated, he may not give you the desired results. 
Health concerns beyond those done during the breeding soundness exam may include OPP, Scrapie Resistance, 
Corynebacteriium Pseudotuberculosis (CL), Sore Mouth, Chlamydia Psittaci and Campylobactor Jejuni (ewe vaccines).  
Also consider the genetic transfer of entropion, over or undershot jaws, poor feet and legs and traits needed to meet the 
Romney breed standards. If all goes well, the goal of healthy lambs in 2021 will be realized. 



Contact  
Information 
 American  

Romney Breeders  
Association 

 

Don Burgess, President 
23960 Township Road 56 

Ada, OH  45810 
president 

@americanromney.org 
(330) 317-3327 

 

Anne McIntyre-Lahner 
Vice President 

2577 Boston Post Road 
Guilford, CT  06437 
olympiafarm@att.net 
(203) 458-3070 

 

Charlene Carlisle 
Director At Large 
510 Centerton Road 
Moorerstown, NJ  08057 
c.carlisle@littlehooves 
romneys.com 
(856) 866-1747 

 

Rick Trojanoski 
Director At Large 
81 Young Street 

East Hampton, CT 06424  
hopehollow@hotmail.com 

(860) 759-9334 
 

Scott Culver 
Director At Large 

3455 N.E. Granger Road 
Corvallis, OR  97330 

scott.culver@oregonstate.edu 

(541) 231-3398 
 

JoAnn Mast 
ARBA Secretary/Treasurer 
58221 Lee Valley Road 
Coquille, OR 97423 

secretary@americanromney.org 
 

Associated Sheep  
Registries 

P.O. Box 231  420A Lincoln 
Wamego, KS 66547 
(785) 456-8500 

 

Romney Ramblings  
Editor 

JoAnn Mast 
58221 Lee Valley Road 
Coquille, OR  97423 
soromney@wildblue.net 
(541) 572-3094 

 General Challenges to Improve Production 

Sheep have been identified as prime providers of products serving as food, clothing 
and shelter.  In order to improve production and profits from raising sheep, several 
ideas need consideration. 
   1ï Increase the number of lambs born per ewe per year. 
   2ï Decrease lamb losses due to abortions, difficult deliveries and early death due to    
        starvation, respiratory infections and scours. 
   3ï Increase the number of years a ewe serves as a productive member of the flock. 
Review your notes and check the levels of fertility in your flock.  What was the fertility 
rateðnumber of possible lambs that could have survived per ewe. (includes all deaths 
of newborn lambs)  What was the cause of death of lambs lost in the first two weeks of 
life? (killed by ewe, starvation, pneumonia, scours, inability to nurse, stand, etc.) What 
is the age of culling in the ewe flock?  Are ewes kept until their reproductive ability 
ends, or is a 6-7 year cycle in place for replacing ewes with retained ewe lambs?  
Space for ewes certainly is a consideration, but if space allows for older ewes to be 
kept, they may add more to the success in the lambing barn than having a larger num-
ber of young ewes.  Certainly selling young ewes is more profitable than selling older 
ones, even if they are still sound.  

ARBA Youth Futurity Program 
With the suspension of some early sales and shows, the futurity program is 
hoping for some good news.  If you make private treaty purchases of animals 
that may be shown by youth, keep the sale information and have the animal 
identification ready to submit.  The rules of the program will be the same as 
those used in 2019, so they can be viewed on the ARBA website. If purchasing 
at a purebred sale, be sure to locate the ARBA person helping with docu-
ments. 
For updates and details, contact Charlene Carlisle. 
Contact information for all board members mentioned above are listed to the 
right.  It is the hope of all that events will be promoted and held in 2020.  
Shows and sales are one of our best ways to keep the public informed and 
aware of an important part of our lives. 

 

Committees Work to Assist Membership 
Board members have district and national responsibilities, but a big task they 
assume is the work done by the committees.  Currently, several tasks are be-
ing worked on to improve services provided the membership.  The Educational 
Committee is working to complete the promotional brochure that is distributed 
to new members and offered to the public at fairs, sales and festivals.  This will 
serve as the main printed source of information regarding the association and 
the Romney breed of sheep. 
The Website Committee is also working on an updated site that will provide the 
current informational pieces, the membership listing, forms for registering ani-
mals and requesting work from Associated Registries.  An additional compo-
nent being considered will be an invitation to shoppers and dreamers wanting 
to compare Romneys to other breeds.  A fresh look, with information and suc-
cesses. Watch as changes may be coming soon. 
Policy and Procedures is also working on your behalf.  As changes continue to 
develop with shows, festivals and sales, more challenges  also arise.  Sales of 
fleeces and sheep are more secure with policies that guarantee the buyer and 
seller.  Work is moving forward on creating a means of having a secure bond 
insurance provided by sales coordinators or sales management companies.  
The goal is to encourage consignors to ARBA sponsored sales and to protect 
buyers and sellers making payments and receiving payment for animals and 
products offered for sale. 
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On behalf of the staff and trustees of Eastern States Exposition, I bring you a very difficult message to con-
vey. For the safety of our fairgoers, staff, vendors, entertainers, exhibitors, sponsors, suppliers and the broad-
er community, we have made the decision to cancel the 2020 Big E. 
 

Please know that this decision was not made lightly. In fact, it was one of the hardest decisions we, as an or-
ganization, have had to make in modern times. Please visit us for a video statement on our website - 
www.thebige.com/2020update 
 

The Big E Fair is so much more than just a fair, it is tradition, it is celebration, it is the showcase of everything 
we are so proud of in New England. This is why our hearts are heavy as we bring you this news.  
 

There is precedent in the Expositionôs 104-year history when the Fair was put on hold during WWI and for five 
years during WWII. Weôve made it through difficult times before...the Flood of 1936éthe Hurricane of 1938 
and, 9-11, and together weôll get through these unprecedented times as well.  
 

We know our faithful fairgoers will be disappointed. This decision was difficult and complex but we all know in 
our hearts that itôs the right thing to do for the health and safety of the 1.6 million people who support us each 
year. 
 

Our staff has spent the last few months working tirelessly to figure a way to bring our annual New England 
tradition to everyone this fall. Despite exploring all our options and planning extensively, we realized that The 
Big E experience that everyone has come to know and love would not be the same.  
 

We care for each and every one of our fairgoers and our job is to help you make the best memories possible. 
Because of that, we must now switch our focus to the future. Please join us in doing that.  
 

Thank you all for your support and weôll see you September 17-October 3, 2021, when we can all celebrate 
together again. 
 

All purchases for the Zach Williams concert, scheduled for September 20, will be refunded in full. The Big E 
Box Office will be contacting ticket purchasers directly.  

 


