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By the time you read this, 
fair season will be upon 
us and organizing breed-
ing groups for those Janu-
ary and February lambs 
wonõt be far behind.  I 
guess itõs true what they 
say about time flying and 
having fun.  It seems im-
possible that it was four 
years ago that I wrote my 
first Presidentõs Message 
for the Ramblings, and 
that this one will mark the 
end of my tenure.  Iõm 
sure there are many opin-
ions about my stretch as 
president of ARBA, but Iõm 
equally certain that none 
of them would character-
ize it as òboringó. 

The Board was obliged to 
deal with a number of 
challenges in the last four  
years, but I am satisfied 
that the organization has 
been strengthened as a 
result.  Our finances are 
positive to budget in spite 
of the sluggish recovery 
of the overall economy.  
We have seen a signifi-
cant increase in member-

ship and transfers.  Our 
bookkeeping is highly 
transparent, easily under-
stood, reconciled monthly 
and distributed to the en-
tire board on schedule.  
We have created a varie-
ty of committees with dedi-
cated non-board members 
from across the U.S.  Our 
contracted registrar, ASR, 
has proven itself as profes-
sional, responsive and cost-
effective.  Secretary Chris-
tiane Payton has been, 
and continues to be, a 
wonderful asset to the 
board in her effectiveness, 
professionalism, and in-
sight.  I feel fortunate to 
have worked with her. 

However, as many have 
noted, the only constant is 
change, and I am not 
afraid to step aside for 
others to direct our pro-
gress.  The membership 
had a great set of candi-
dates to choose from, so I 
am pleased to congratu-
late incoming ARBA Presi-
dent Ron Andress, Vice 
President Charlene Car-
lisle, and directors Hilary 
Chapin, Ed Julian, Tracy 
Haslem and Randy Thomp-
son.  Thanks to outgoing VP 
Margaret Walters and 
directors Anne MacIntyre-
Lahner and Chris Bazant 
and for their commitment, 
concern and support.  The 
results have been posted 
to the ARBA website. 

Speaking of the website, 
be sure to check it out 
soon.  We have a new 
webmaster and a fresh, 
new look (with some handy 
new features to go with it).  
Look over the searchable 
membership database and 

the downloadable forms that 
can be filled out, among other 
things.  If these changes have-
nõt happened already, they 
will be coming soon, so run, do 
not walk, to the nearest gizmo 
that can get you online to 
v iew the changes to 
www.americanromney.org. 

Finally, I would like to thank 
the membership for your sup-
port before, during and 
(hopefully) after my tenure on 
the Board.  I have communi-
cated with many of you over 
the years, and I am well 
aware that your primary need 
is to register and transfer 
purebred Romneys quickly, 
accurately and without dra-
ma.  I have done my best to 
make this possible for all 
members, and like you, I hope 
to see it continue. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Cieciwa 

Presidentõs 

Message  
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Lambs enjoy the sunshine during 
an afternoon break in New 

Hampshire.  Romney lambs are 
owned by Timothy Walker of 
Durham, NH. 
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SILVER CREEK LAMBSCAPES 

Breeding Stock that is consistently superior for:  

 ã Correctness  ã Breed Character  ã Production  ã Fleece  ã Fertility  

           Thank You to our Reno Sale Buyers  

    Grand Champion White Romney Ewe ñBridgette Eldridge  

    Grand Champion Nat.Colour Romney Ewe ñSteven Haslem  

   Black Sheep Gathering Results  

      Champion Natural Colour Romney Ram  

      Champion Natural Colour Romney Ewe  

      Champion White Romney Ewe  

      Champion White Romney Ram  

      Supreme Champion Young Flock  

   Visit our Sheep and Wool Display at  

 the Oregon State Fair August 25 - 30,2011  

Black Sheep Gathering  

2011 Supreme Young Flock    Contact Us For Your Breeding Stock Needs  

SCL NC Recessive Lambs        6731 Torvend Rd. NE    Maria Rooney: 503 - 480 - 9455  

       Silverton, OR 97381    email: kendal@teleport.com  

Breeders of Recessive Natural Colored Romneys for Twenty Five Years  

Romney Ramblings 
The Romney Ramblings is the newsletter of the American 
Romney Breeders Association.  The purpose of the Ramblings 
is to provide sheep industry news, highlight the efforts of 

ARBA, announce events and activities, provide an outlet for 
promotion of your sheep and wool products and recognize 
the accomplishments of the membership. 

Advertising in the Ramblings 

Prices:  color  -  black & white 
 Full Page    $150           $75  
             1/2 Page   $90           $45 
 1/3 Page   $70           $35 
 1/4 Page   $50           $25 

 Card Ad     $25           $12 
 Classified Adsñ45 cents per word. 
 
Above rates are based on camera ready copy, sized to fit 

the space purchased for the ad.  Ads prepared by the edi-
tor will be charged at $15 per hour, with a minimum fee of 
$15. 
 

Send all advertising information and news to:  JoAnn Mast 
              58221 Lee Valley Road 
   Coquille, OR  97423 
              (541) 572-3094 

              soromney@wildblue.net 
  

  White & Black Romneys        Hilary & Wes Chapin 

     Breeding Stock   Milton, NH 

     Fleece, Roving, Meat   1-603-767-8826 

www.SmilingSheepFarm.com 

  

 2011 National Romney Sale Entry 
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District OneñNew England 

Greetings District 1, 

Please see the write-up for 
the National Show and Sale in 
this edition of the Ramblings.  
Many of us have been work-
ing on the show and sale, and 
hope to see you there! 

Thanks for the opportunity to 
serve as your district director 
for the past two years. It has 
been a challenging, but 
worthwhile experience. I am 
happy to pass my seat on the 
board to incoming director 
Hilary Chapin.  

Hilary will do a great job 
representing our district, and I 
encourage all of you to get as 
involved as you can with AR-
BA. It is a great way to learn 
more about the breed, the 
organization, and to get to 
know fellow breeders. Addi-
tionally, the more feedback 
Hilary gets from all of us, the 
better she will be able to 
represent us on the board. 

Finally - thank you to out-
going president, Cindy Cieci-
wa, who provided excellent 
leadership to our organization 
during trying times, and best 
wishes to the new board un-
der the capable leadership of 
incoming president, Ron An-
dress. 

Anne McIntyre Lahner       
2577 Boston Post Road       
Guilford, CT  06437             
(203) 458-3070            
Anne@ctsheep.com 

District TwoñEast 

Hi Everyone, 

Here is the news from Mary-
land Sheep and Wool in May. 
We had a nice Romney turn 
out although it seemed like 
less entries this year. But all 
sheep entries seemed down 
for this festival.  

In the Black Romney class, 
champion ram went to Ed 
Julian with a junior ram lamb, 
champion ewe went to Ed 
Julian with a yearling, best 
fleece was Ed Julian and 
premier exhibitor also went 
his way.  Bravo!    

Romney champion ram went 
to Anchorage Farm, champion 

ewe to Little Hooves , best 
fleece was Ron Andress and 
premier exhibitor, Little 
Hooves.  

The fleece show placings are 
first Elissa Henderson from 
Pennsylvania, then Cindy 
Cieciwa from Michigan.  There 
were ten fleeces entered.  

The weather was great and 
everyone had a great time. 
Anyone that would like results 
sent in is more than welcome 
to email them to me over the 
summer.  

Thanks 

Michelle Reilly                

4614 Locust Grove Road 

Rohrersville, MD  21779  

reillymichell60@hotmail.com 

(301) 432- 2009 

District ThreeñCentral 

Hello to all! 

At this time of year in our 
area, the focus is usually fin-
ishing exhibits for the 4-H fair 
and packing for shows.  This 
year, the focus seems to be 
making hay between rains.  
The Romneys are enjoying the 
lush grass here and, itõs nice to 
know that the abundance of 
rain and mud wonõt be caus-
ing them foot problems like 
other breeds of sheep. 

Looking ahead, itõs never too 
early to prepare and plan for 
next yearõs lamb crop.  Now 
is a good tome to be looking 
your brood ewes over and 
decide those to keep and 
those to cull.  Also, check their 
condition thoroughly.  Look for 
any signs of parasites or 
health conditions that require 
immediate attention.  Fly 
strike is also a problem in 
many areas during warm 
weather months.  Brood ewe 
health is as important as the 
ram you choose to breed the 
ewes with.  Your choice of 
ram determines your future 
lamb crop. 

This is my last report as Dis-
trict 3 Director.  It has been 
an honor to serve the mem-
bership.  Iõve also enjoyed 
meeting many of you, in per-
son and by telephone, during 
my term.  I hope to meet 
many more of you in the fu-

ture! 

Dan Pence                                
5530 S. 525 W.                   
Williamsport, IN  47993      
(765) 585-1017                    
kslivestock@yahoo.com 

District FourñOregon 

Summer has arrived, well kind 
of in the Willamette Valley 
and with it we are fighting a 
longer season of scald and 
foot problems.  Grass seed 
harvest, haying and berries 
are a good two weeks later 
than usual and the nights are 
still not warm enough to grow 
the corn.  We are soooo 
ready for the sun to get hot 
enough to ripen the tomatoes 
and dry out the moss on our 
backs!   

The show season is off to a 
good start with a very nice 
group of Romneys at the 
Black Sheep Gathering in 
June.  Attendance was good 
considering the economy and 
the costs of traveling.   

We hope that all of you will 
be supporting at least your 
local show during this show 
season.  So many of our coun-
ty fairs are in financial trou-
ble and are looking for ways 
to make budget cuts on the 
agriculture aspect of the fair 
and looking to generate more 
revenue using the livestock 
space for more commercial 
uses.  Please if you have a 
chance; make it your priority 
to at least support the youth 
show and sales.  Those kids 
are our next generation of 
Romney Breeders. 

We are wishing you all a 
profitable summer and look-
ing forward to working with 
the new Romney Board of 
Directors and hearing from 
each of you as you bring 
home the blue ribbons and 
make those Romney sales. 

Scott Culver                   
3455 N.E. Granger Road     
Corvallis  OR  97330          
541-231-3398                  
culveraa@earthlink.net       
Director, Region 4  

Rambling Roads ~ Notes from District Directors  

District FiveñWest   
                  

Another colder/wetter Spring and 

I am beginning to wonder if the 

calendar for the Northwest is 
permanently askew. Here in Taco-

ma, most of us have given up on a 

decent garden again this year as 

the ground still isnõt heated 
enough to plant any warm weath-

er crops. Our Spring grass is just 

now growing at a rate that the 
Romneys canõt keep up. What will 

Summer bring? Will it be the tra-

ditional hot weather from July 

until October or more of the same 
drizzly cool we have been deal-

ing with for so long. 

 

Regardless of the weather we are 
definitely starting show season 

again. Black Sheep Gathering is 

in the history books and it is time 

to look forward to the local coun-
ty & state fairs and the National 

Show at the Big E. We all know 

the difficulties involved with get-
ting ready for a local fair, but 

attending one on the other side of 

the US seems formidable. If not 

for people like JoAnn Mast offer-
ing to transport sheep, it would 

be impossible for many small 

breeders on the West Coast to 

have the opportunity to partici-
pate in an event like this.  

 

I encourage you to participate or 

attend shows in  your area to 
show your support of the Romney 

breed. Please come join me at the 

National Show and Sale hosted 
by District 1 Director, Ann McIn-

tyre-Lahner in September.  

See you at the shows! 

 
Randy Thompson                  

4004  50th St.  Ct. E.            

Tacoma, WA 98443             

(253) 926-8150      
Randy@BPFarms.com 

 

District SixñSouth 

 
Becky Petrick 

533 Cat Square Rd. 

Vale, NC  28168 
828-308-0234 

bpetrick@vol.com 

ARBA on Facebook ~ Another method of promoting your sheep, 
show results, fleeces, fiber products and upcoming events in your area is 
now available.  Check out the American Romney Breeders Association, 
and see if you want to participate.  Items to be posted need to be sent 
to Christiane Payton at:   secretary@americanromney.org. 
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Scholarship Fund 
Windy Oaks 188 is a Romney Ram 
Lamb donated by Windy Oaks Farm to 
raise funds for the Morris Culver Memo-
rial Scholarship.  You can support this 

cause with a bid or two during the Na-
tional Sale.  Donations are always wel-
come to support the fund as well.  Send 
contributions to the ARBA secretary and 

indicate òCulver Scholarshipó on check. 

 

    3723 Beaver Valley Rd.                  White & Natural 

    Port Ludlow, WA  98365               Colored Romneys 

    (360) 732-4856                       
 

   Quality Breeding Stock available based on over 30 

    years of Romney breeding with top bloodlines  

    including Judah, Bullock, Schwider & Pin Oak. 
 

ñVisit us at Shepherdôs Extravaganza and various 

northwest shows.ò  

  
      margaret@springhillromneys.com        www.springhillromneys.com 

National Romney Show Entries 

Due Soon 
The Big E entries are due August 15.  If 
you are planning to enter sheep in the 

show or sale, be sure to meet this dead-
line.  This is also the date for entering 

fleeces, so check it out at the website 
listed in this newsletter. 
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There is something in the air 
or water, and it is odd.  There 
appears to be a profit in 
raising and selling sheep.  
Wool has also become a com-
modity of value, with prices 
much higher than in the past.  
Whether you are selling 
weaned lambs, yearlings, 
producing ewes or mutton 
sheep, there will probably be 
money left after you pay for 
the gas to get them sold.  That 
has not always been the case. 

Although I may have used a 
bit more gas than needed on 
a recent sheep delivery trip, I 
did make progress on selling 
ewes and rams for breeding 

flocks, rather than sending 
them off to an auction barn.  I 
traveled just over 9,000 miles 
and delivered sheep for five 
breeders in addition to our 
stock.  Stops were made in 12 
states for deliveries and the 
last connection was to load 
three ewes in New York 
headed to Bandon, OR about 
a half hour from our farm. 

I am making final decisions on 
what to enter in the National 
Show and Sale, and it is help-
ing make the numbers for the 
breeding groups look much 
more realistic.  We will be 
breeding natural colored and 
white ewes, but there will be 

some changes made to how 
many rams are used and 
when the purebred program 
switches to a crossbreeding 
program.  We dream of hav-
ing lambs from mid-January 
through mid-March.  That is 
about the length of time I can 
devote full time to sheep and 
not work on other farm and 
family projects. 

I look forward to seeing many 
of you at the National Show 
and I encourage all of you to 
keep the news and pictures 
coming for the Ramblings.  It is 
much more interesting when 
member items are included. 

Sept. 15-18  Tunbridge 
Worldõs Fair, Tunbridge, Ver-
mont.  Sheep and goat shows, 
fiber crafts, fleece show.  
www.tunbridgeworldsfair.com 

Sept. 16-2  The Big E, Eastern 
States Expo.  
www.thebige.com 

Sept. 16-18  California Wool 
and Fiber Festival at the Men-
docino County Fair and Apple 
Show in Booneville, California. 
www.fiberfestival.com 

Sept. 18-19  Midwest Festival 
of Fibers òWool Gatheringó 
at Youngõs Jersey Dairy, Yel-
low Springs, Ohio. 

Sept. 17-18  Finger Lake Fi-
ber Arts Festival at the Hem-
lock Fairgrounds, Hemlock, 
New York.  Fleece show & 
sale.  Sheep clinics.                            
www.gvhg.org/fest.html. 

Sept.23-25  Oregon Flock & 
Fiber Festival in Canby, Ore-
gon.  
www.flockandfiberfestival.com 

Sept. 23-25  Northern Michi-
gan Lamb & Wool Festival at 
Ogemaw County Fairgrounds, 
West Branch, Michigan.  www.  
LambAndWoolFestival.com. 

Sept. 24-25  Mt. Bruce Sta-
tionõs Annual Sheep & Wool 
Festival in Romeo, Michigan.  
www.SheepStuff.com. 

Sept. 23-25  Northern Michi-
gan Lamb & Wool Festival at 
Ogemaw County Fairgrounds, 
West Branch, Michigan.  www.  
LambAndWoolFestival.com. 

July 29-30  Center of the Na-
tion Sale, Spencer, Iowa.  
www.nsip.org. 

Aug. 7-8  Fiberfest Eureka, 
Eureka, Montana.  
www.fiberfesteureka.org. 

Aug. 17-21  Michigan Fiber 
Festival, Allegan County Fair-
grounds, Allegan, Michigan.  
www.michiganfiberfestival.info 

Aug. 21  Spooner Sheep Day, 
Wisconsinõs Spooner Agricultur-
al Research Station.  
www.uwex.edu/sars/ 

Aug. 31-5   Monterey County 
Fair Wool Show.  Monterey, 
California. Fleece auction. 
www.montereycountyfair.com 

Sept. 3-4  World Sheep & Fi-
ber Arts Festival, Bethel, Mis-
souri.  www.worldsheepfest.com 

Sept. 9-11  Wisconsin Sheep 
and Wool Festival, Jefferson 
County Fair Park, Jefferson, 
Wisconsin.  
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfe
stival.com 

Sept. 11-12  Shaniko Wool 
Gathering, Shaniko, Oregon. 
www.shanikowoolgathering.com 

Sept. 11-12  Garden State 
Sheep Breeders Sheep & Wool 
Festival, Ringoes, New Jersey. 
www.quintillion.com. 

Sept. 11-13  American Live-
stock Breeds Conservancy 
(ALBC) Annual Conference, 
White Eagle Conference Cen-
ter, Hamilton, New York.  
www.albc-usa.org. 

Editorõs Note 

Upcoming Sheep & Wool Events  

Contact Information 

For American  
Romney Breeders 

Association 
 

Cindy Cieciwa, President      
4190 W. Cook Road           

Swartz Creek, Mi 48473           

president@ 
   americanromney.org   

(810) 655-4091 
 

Margaret Walters, V. Pres. 
3723 Beaver Valley Road 

Port Ludlow, WA 
98365-9730 

vp@americanromney.org 
(360) 732-4856 

 

Ron Andress 
Director At Large 

538 Geigel Hill Road 
Ottsville, PA 18942 

windyoaks-
farm@frontiernet.net 

(610) 847-5419 
 

Carol Pasheilich 
Director At Large 

935 Lichens Road 
Montague, CA  96064 

tawandafarms53@att.net 
(530) 459-0966 

 

Christine Bazant 
Director At Large 

36449 Highway 34 
Lebanon, OR 97355 

c.bazant@centurytel.net 
(541) 259-5052 

 

Christiane Payton 
ARBA Secretary/Treasurer 
12775 N.W. Oak ridge Rd. 

Yamhill, OR  97148 
secretary@ 

americanromney.org 
(503) 662-4249 

 

Associated Sheep  
Registries 

Karey Claghorn, Registrar 
15603  173rd  Avenue 

Milo, Iowa 50166 
(641) 942-6402 

 

Romney Ramblings Editor 
JoAnn Mast 

58221 Lee Valley Road 

Coquille, OR  97423 
soromney@wildblue.net 

(541) 572-3094 

Sept. 24-25 6th Annual Shenando-
ah Valley Fiber Festival, Berryville, 

VA.  SVfiberfest.com 
 
Oct. 2 ð3  Vermont Sheep & Wool 
Festival, Essex Junction, Vermont.  

www.vermontsheep.org 
 
Oct. 1-2  Fall Fiber Festival of Vir-
ginia in Montpelier, Virginia.   
www.fallfiberfestival.org 

 
Oct. 5  Eweprofit ll School at the 
Animal Research Center in Ver-
sailles, Kentucky.  Contact Dr. Don 

Ely at dely@uky.edu.2009. 
 
Oct. 7-9  Annual Trailing of the 
Sheep.  Wood River Valley, Idaho.  
Www.traililngofthesheep.org 

 
Nov. 5-6  New England Fiber Festi-
val at the BigE in West Springfield, 
Massachusetts.  Contact Elena 

Hovagimian at agin-
fo@thebige.com. 
 
Nov. 11-13  American Livestock 
Breeds Conservancy Conference in 

Hamilton, New York.   
www.albc-usa.org. 

 
Nov. 5-18  North American 

International Livestock Exposi-
tion (NAILE). Romney Open and 
Junior Shows.  Entries Due Octo-
ber 1, 2011.  

www.livestockexpo.org. 
 
September 23, 2011 
Annual Meeting of American 

Romney Breeders Association 
Big E Fairgrounds 
West Springfield, MA 



Greetings from your advertising committee.  We are at the 
present time working on an ad for The Banner highlighting 
our National Show and Sale at the Big E in September.  We 
are still gathering information and preferences from the mem-
bership about where the membership thinks we should display 
our beautiful ad.  All comments and questions are welcome.    

We have had a set back.  Our creative member, Kelly Cor-
bett, has had to resign from the committee.  We are looking 
for someone who is creative as well as skilled in art and de-
sign on the computer.  If you are that person or you know 
someone you think should be on our committee, please email 
Carol Pasheilich, tawandafarms53@att.net or one of the 
other committee members.  They are Joanne Smith, khol-
low@hughes.net; Dee Heinrich, Dee.Heinrich@gmail.com; 
Carolynn Avery, averyc@peak.org; and Becky Petrick. 
bpetrick@vol.com.  

Any of us will talk with you about our program, your wish list 
of advertising publications or your questions.  We want to 
hear from you.  We are all open to your ideas.  We want 
Romney sheep to be THE sheep breed in the United States. 

Carol Pasheilich 

Advertising/Promotion  
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Friday, September 23 ~ ARBA Meeting 
Storrowton Tavern on the Big E fairgrounds 

Dinner includes:   
appetizers, salad, buffet, dessert, cash bar 

Reserve your spot for dinner and meeting by  
sending $27 to Anne McIntyre-Lahner 

2577 Boston Post Road 

Guilford, CT  06437 
This is a great time to share a table with Romney breeders and 
catch up on what has been happening with their flocks and fami-
lies.  It also provides an opportunity to hear from committees 
and board members regarding the progress of the association.  
If you have not taken time to attend before, make this your first.  
Participation at the show and sale is not required for your at-
tendance at the annual meeting. 

2011 Annual Meeting  

ASI Sheep Photo Contest 2011 
Attention all photographers:  It is time to start thinking 
about the American Sheep Industry Associationõs (ASI) 
2011 Photo Contest.  The contest is open to all who wish to 
enter, which means you do not have to be involved in the 

U.S. sheep, lamb or wool industries to participate.  The 
only rule is that your photograph must include sheep.  En-
tries must be postmarked by August 19, 2011. 
The winning photos will be highlighted in the October issue 

of Sheep Industry News and will be available on October 
1 at www.sheepindustrynews.org.  Only the grand prize 
winner, first runner-up and second runner-up in each cate-
gory will be notified of their winnings. 

Four categories for entry include: Action, Scenic, People 
and Sheep and Open Category. 
The following information needs to included with each 
submission:  Title of photo; Category; Photographerõs 

name, address, phone number, email; and approximate 
location and date of photo.   
Entries should be mailed to: American Sheep Industry As-
sociation; ATTN: Photo Contest, 9785 Maroon Circle, Suite 

360, Englewood, CO 80112 or email photo with infor-
mation to amy@sheepusa.org with the subject line ASI 
Photo Contest. 

From the Secretary's Desk 
 

Greetings from western Oregon.  I hope that this note finds you 
and your sheep enjoying the summer, whether it is out in the pas-
ture or busy in the show ring or a little of both.  
 

There is always something to do here at the ARBA office - earlier 
this summer it was getting ready for the election and now we are 
gearing up for the National Show and Sale in Springfield, MA.  
And approaching on the horizon is the celebration of ARBA's cen-
tennial in 2012.  It's a time when we get to reflect on how the 
Romney breed was brought to North America and how it has 
flourished over the last 100 years.  The same things that were 

important over 100 years ago, still define the breed today - 
sheep that produce valuable meat and wool, with easy going 
temperaments and the ability to adapt to a variety of climates 
and management systems.  If you have ideas that you wish to see 
incorporated in ARBA's centennial celebration, please get in touch 
with your district director or the secretary's office - we would 
love to hear from you.  See you in September in Springfield! 
 
ARBA Secretary, 
Christiane, Payton 

 
Far Left:  Lambs take 

time to get a little 
king of the mound 
experience. 
Center:  Timothy 

Walker, New Hamp-
shire, presents his 
Romney for the judge. 
Left:  Caitlan and 

Ethan Plank, Michigan, 
watch the judge dur-
ing one of the classes 
at the All American 

Junior Show. 
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Julian and Moore Sheep Co. 
ED & HELEN JULIAN 

 
 

WHITE AND NATURAL COLORED  

ROMNEY SHEEP 
 

3009 SR 44 · Rootstown, Ohio  44272 
 

(330) 325-9150   

Email: ejulian@neo.rr.com 
Cell (330) 931-2986 

 

ARBA Centennial Items  

Included in this edition of the 

Romney Ramblings is an article 

about Kent Sheep in Romney 

Marsh.  Take time to read 

through the history lesson and 

then start locating items to send 

in for the next few issues of the 

ARBA newsletter.  I have a few 

items from previous editions, 

but there are many things out 

there worthy of inclusion.  Send 

them my way.  Thanks.  

Please join fellow Romney breeders for the 2011 National Show and Sale at the Big E in West Springfield, Massachusetts. 
The Big E is a great venue, and serves as the combined State Fair for the New England states. For more information, visit 
the Big E website at www.thebige.com.  Late September is a great time to visit New England, and the Big E is a great way 
to sample all the New England states! 
Dates: 
Annual Meeting and Dinner: 
Friday, September 23 at the historic Storrowton Tavern on the Big E grounds.  Tickets are $27.00 per person, and include 
appetizers, salad, a generous buffet, dessert and coffee or tea.  A cash bar is available.  Please make check payable to 
ARBA and mail check with your reservation to   

Anne McIntyre-Lahner 
2577 Boston Post Road 
Guilford, CT 06437 

Hotel: 
Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel 
One Monarch Place 
Springfield, MA 
Special ARBA rate of $105 per room for up to 4 adults.  The deadline for reserving a room at our special rate is August 
24.  Call the hotel at 413 781-1010 or follow the link, and identify yourself as a member of ARBA to get our special rate 
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1107068396&key=C5A8B 

 
National Show: 
The show will be held Saturday, September 24 at 8am in Mallary Arena 2.  For those who aren't showing their Romneys, 
this is an opportunity to support the breed and fellow breeders who will be presenting outstanding Romneys in the ring. 
Registration and information: The Big E at www.thebige.com or 413-205-5011.  Registration deadline is August 15, 2011.  
Arrival: Wednesday, September 21, 2011 10pm-12am and  

Thursday, September 22, 2011 7am - 9pm 
Releas,e: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 2pm - 6pm 
 
National Sale 
This is a fabulous opportunity to diversify your Romney flock genetics with great sheep coming from all over the country.  A 
buyers' reception will be held Saturday afternoon to meet consignors and learn more about the sale sheep.  The sale will 
take place in the show arena at 7pm.  Sheep sold at the sale will be available for immediate release after the sale. 
 
Workshops 
We are very excited to be offering a number of workshops about Romneys at the request of the membership! Workshops 
are being finalized for Friday afternoon and Sunday morning. Presenters will include Romney breeders from the West, 
Midwest and East Coast. Topics will include breeding for fleece quality, color genetics, and sales strategies. Contact Anne 

at olympiafarm@att.net for details. 

National Show and Sale 

http://www.thebige.com/
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1107068396&key=C5A8B
http://www.thebige.com
mailto:olympiafarm@att.net
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  National Romney Sale Information 

Hello, Fellow Romney Sheep Enthusiasts, 
The American Romney Breeders National Sale Committee would like to invite all of you to attend our 2011 National 
Show and Sale. The show and sale will be held on September 24, 2011 at The Big E, in West Springfield, Massachusetts.  
The National Show begins at 8:00 AM and our National Sale starts at 7:00 PM.  This is going to be a wonderful event. If 
you would like to sell, buy or just watch our fabulous Romneys in action, plan to attend the bi-annual festivities.  All ARBA 
members should have received a consignment letter from Banner Sales Management.  Please read all of the sale rules 
and information before completing your entry form. Below please find a list of information that should answer any other 
questions you may have concerning the event. 
 
1.  The Big E show is open to all Romneys regardless of registry association; however only sheep registered in the           
 American Romney Breeders Association and owned by an ARBA member will be accepted in the sale. 
2.    Romneys may carry dual registration papers. 
 To register for the National Show, to see class break downs or for information, contact The Big E at 
 www.thebige.com or call 413-205-5011. Registration deadline is August 15, 2011. 
 To register for the National Sale or for information about it, contact Banner Sales Management at 
 www.bannersheepmagazine.com  or call 309-785-5058. Registration deadline was July 15, 2011, to make the 
 sale catalog.  Consignments will be accepted by Banner Sales Management anytime prior to the start of the sale 
 provided the sheep have been shown in the National Romney Show. 
3.    All sale sheep must be shown in the National Romney Show. 
4.   The arrival date is Thursday, September 22, 2011, 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM. 
5.   Sale sheep will be eligible for release immediately following the saleõs completion.  The release date for show only 
 sheep is September 28th following the exhibitors meeting. 
6.    Floor prices are set at $350.00 for yearlings and $300.00 for lambs. 
7.    Feed, hay, and bedding are all available at The Big E.  Contact them for details. 
8.   There is transportation from coast to coast if prearrangements are made.  Contact Banner Sales Management for 
 possible travel arrangements. 

 Fitting and showing help should be available. Do not hesitate to ask fellow Romney Breeders. 

Finally, there are two other items that need to be highlighted.  First, the National Sale Committee will hold a buyers re-
ception prior to the sale.  Refreshments will be provided as you preview all the wonderful sale entries.  Lastly, there will 
be two sheep donated to the sale.  All proceeds from these donated animals will go to the Morris Culver Scholarship 
Fund.  Tawanda Farms of California has donated a recessive natural colored ram lamb. Windy Oaks Farm of Pennsylva-
nia has donated a white ram lamb to the sale.  Please check out these lambs and support our ARBA youth through the 
scholarship fund. 
Thanks and see you at The Big E, 
The National Sale Committee: Ron Andress, Michele James, JoAnn Mast, Anne McIntyre-Lahner, Christiane Payton,  
Stephen Shafer and Margaret VanCamp 

2011 All American Junior Show 
The All American Junior Show was held in Harrington, Delaware 
this year and the turn out was spectacular.  The fairgrounds, the 
Delaware hospitality, the campsites, the youth exhibitors with 
their families, the weather, and the All American Junior Show 

staffers made for a great weekend.  This show is known for its 
total family involvement and this year was no different.  The 
weekend started on Thursday with a beach trip to Rehoboth 
with many site seeing options or just walking the board walk 

and enjoying the beach and tax free shopping.  Friday morning 
started off with registration, gift bags and then showmanship.  
There was plenty to do with the skill-a-thon, 3 on 3 basketball, 
lamb camp, judging contest, promotional contests, fleece show 

plus the pizza party and the crab feast.  The basket raffle 
raised approximately $2,900 for next years All American.  
There were over 1,100  head of sheep and 200 plus kids with 
sixteen breeds of sheep being represented. 

This was the 2nd year that Romneys have participated in the All 
American Junior Show.  The Romneys had 60 sheep entered 

with 14 youth exhibiting.  The yearling ewe class filled the ring 
with eighteen head of sheep, it was something to see.  The uali-
ty of sheep was deep which made for some stiff but friendly 
competition.  Many youth with Romneys showed all day by 

showing other breeds with their friends or had a second breed 
of their own, either way it was a long but fun day.  The Romney 
exhibitors ranged in age from 3 to 21, with the older juniors 
helping the younger ones.  For complete results visit the All 

American Junior Show website, the ARBA website and the par-
tial listing appearing in this edition of the Ramblings. 
Next year the All American Junior Show will be n Des Moines, 
Iowa, July 6th through the 8th.  I hope to see you there with 

your Romneys and kids in tow!  Put it in your calendar now and 
make it a family excursion.  If you have questions about this 
show, please contact me for the details. 
Charlene Carlisle 

http://www.thebige.com/
http://www.bannersheepmagazine.com/
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Pitchfork Ranch  

PFR 584 ð  2010 Ram Lamb  
Supreme Champion White Ram 
Best White Long Wool Fleece  

 New York State Sheep and Wool Festival 
 October 2010 

 

Supreme Fleece Sheep 
2010 Mountain State Fair 

 
 

For conformation, fleece and true breed type,  
ñStick a little Pitchfork  in your flock!ò 

 
   Reserve your 2011 lambs now.  

 

Pitchfork Ranch  

Cindy Cieciwa ǒ Margaret Van Camp  

Swartz Creek, MI  

pitchfork@usol.com  

www.pitchfork.org  

810 -655 -4091  

All American Junior Show 
 Top Left:  Final placing of the yearling 
ewe class, with MacIntyre sisters from 
Ohio showing the top ewe. 
  Above:  Ethan Kennedy, New York, with 

the best three Romney group. 
  Lower Left:  Most of the 18 yearling 
ewes are in the photo, showing the great 
turn out for this junior member show.  Con-

gratulations to all of the exhibitors. 
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~ Focusing on the complete Romney~ 
White and Natural Colored Breeding Stock For Sale 

          Ewes, Rams and 2011 Lambs available  

    Visit our pens at the National SaleðThese five sheep are consigned! 

     Int. Ewe Lamb                   Yearling Ewe                          Yearling Ram                       Yearling Ewe                     Int. Ewe Lamb 
 
                      JoAnn Mast & Kathleen Zappelli           Contact Us:  email: soromney@wildblue.net                                                             

                           58221 Lee Valley Road                    website: www.southernoregonromneysonline.com 

                           Coquille, OR  97423                    541-572-3094 (Home)   541-290-2103 (Cell) 

See details of these and other sale sheep on our website. 

  Southern Oregon Romneys 

North East Youth Sheep Show July has been a busy month for youth in our sheep industry.   

The first weekend of the month was spent at the All American Junior Show in Delaware, immediately followed by the 
North East Youth Sheep Show in Massachusetts.  Families from great distances left one show just to arrive at the next while 
folks living closer stopped by their farms to do a load of laundry and refill the trailer with hay, straw and feed, while 
others made stops to visit family and friends along the way.  The NEYSS kindly made arrangements so sheep could be 
penned earlier and not be required to stay on the trailers for an extended time. 
As always, the NEYSS was a great event.  This year there were even more youth involved since they had made the trip to 
the All American.  At the time of this writing, I am not certain of the exact number of participants, but it was over 950 
sheep and 265 exhibitors.  The Romney show included 56 sheep and 20 exhibitors.  As always, the show worked like a 
well oiled machine and the livestock was nicely presented.  Romneys are thriving in this part of the country as are our 
youth who raise them. 
Results from this show are posted on the NEYSS website and will be on the ARBA website soon.  Thanks to Charlene Car-
lisle for the information and the photos from this show and the All American. 

Thumbs up for the youth shows!  Waiting to get the signal for the next event.  Showmanship class 

keeps youth and sheep busy as the judge works to make the placings. 
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Little Hooves Romneys 
White & Natural Colored Breeding Stock 

The Carlisle Family 
 510 Centerton Road 856-866-1747 (home) 

 Moorestown, NJ 08057 609-760-0399 (cell) 

www.LittleHoovesRomneys.com 

E.mail: ccshep1@aol.com 
2010-11 Show Results 

  NAILE: White Division ~ CH Ram & RCH Ewe  

Premier Exhibitor 

MDSWF: White Division ~ CH Ram & RCH Ewe 

Premier Exhibitor 

The Adaptable Romney by Dee Heinrich 
Nearly twelve years ago, when I was looking for sheep to populate our small Iowa farm, I ended up with Romneys. I accidentally 
came across a Romney for sale and thought the fit might be a good one: I had read that they were a good breed for wet, marshy-
type land, and although our fifteen acres is rather rolling, the low areas do stay quite wet. In the ensuing years, we have had only 
one year when those low areas dried up, but many during which acres of our property remained under water for the entire summer. 

As our three Romneys became five, then nine, and eventually to our current flock of twenty-five breeding ewes, I have come to love 
the stoic nature of the breed and their ease of care and management. After these many years, I thought I was a pretty informed Rom-
ney breeder: I knew that they were good mothers, adaptable, and could produce not only lovely, high-quality fiber (a good part of 
our business), but also a nice, mild carcass in good time. 

It was with this mindset that I traveled a few weeks ago to visit with my friends at Tawanda Farms, at their Northern California home. 
This was the first time that I have ever visited at length with another Romney breeder and really gotten a good look at their operation 
and their animals; I had the opportunity to compare their farm with what I am doing in our corner of Eastern Iowa. I must say that it 
was this experience that prompted me to write: I think all Romney breeders should be aware of what a treasure we have in our fields! 

Tawanda Farms is in the mountainous desert of California. Their Romney sheep are purely grass-fedñthey graze rugged, rolling hills 
that surround the knot of barns and structures, including the house. The soil is what we in Iowa would call a fine gravelñthe result of 
years of grinding down ancient volcanic rockñand dry and cracked orange clay. An irrigation ditch cuts across the fields; as my 
friends explained to me, this ditch allows them to irrigate their lands from a central catch-basin that collects run-off from the surround-

ing mountainsñwater that must be paid for, but that is vital, at times, to keeping the fields growing. 
What fascinated me was that their sheep would even consider growing in this environment! As I stood in the center of one of their pas-
tures, the fields looked brown with grasses and forbes gone to seed. There was very little green to be seen, so I thought to look down 
at my feet to see what the sheep would see as they grazed. Honestly, there was green there, but very little and far between. The 

sheep were grazing the tender tops of thistle, small plants of sage, and other bits of 
green here and there. They had to walk a long way to get even a small meal, yet 
as we ran the flock through the chute one day, all sheep are growing well; they all 
looked happy and well-fed. 

At this point, you need to better understand the contrast between this environment 
and the one that my sheep call home in Eastern Iowa. My sheep graze about twelve 
rolling acres of pasture, swamp, and timber in comparison to Tawandaõs seventy-
seven (each of us has additional acreage that is used for other purposes). During 

the growing season, our ground is always greenñeven when my sheep leave a 
pasture, I end up mowing down what they didnõt eat so that the grass that they 
grazed will not be overshadowed by weeds as it tries to regrow. Often, my sheep 
are to be found grazing in the lower areas of our land, standing knee-deep in wa-

ter, biting off the tops of the grasses above the water or nibbling on the duckweed 
that floats on the surface. What we call òdry pasturesó are still green, and when the 
sheep rotate to a new area, the grass is typically five to eight inches highñand 
down to two to three inches when they leave it. In the timber, they browse among 

the brush and trees, stripping bark and tasting seed pods and berries. My sheep 
are not fat, but they certainly do not have to worry about their next meal! 
Tawanda Farms runs eighty breeding ewes as compared to our twenty-five (we 
also have a flock of Romeldale, which brings our total ewe count to forty each win-
ter). Their climate in California is dry and arid with minimal rain, while ours is rela-

tively humid and moist with fairly regular rainfall during the growing season.  
                                                                                      Continued on page 14 

Farm 

Compari-

son 

Peeper  

Hollow Farm 

Tawanda 

Farms 

Acreage in 

pasture 

12 77 

Ewes 40  

(25 Romney) 

80 

Climate Humid conti-

nental: hot 

summers, cold 

winters, wet 

springs 

Arid Intermoun-

tain: low and 

highly variable 

precipitation; 

wide tempera-

ture swings 

Reproduc-

tive rate 

2.0 lambs/ewe 1.5 lambs/ewe 

Finish 

lambs in 

7-8 months 7-8 months 
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Editor Note:  This article will be presented in sections, with the first placed here to get you thinking about the upcoming centennial cel-
ebration of ARBA.  This publication was forwarded to me by Jane Caulfield and the entire article featuring Romney Marsh Sheep will 

be printed in the Ramblings.  Watch for further sections in your next issues. 
 

The Kent Sheep ~ an Ancient Breed  by Richard Filmer 

 

The sheep is one of the finest and perhaps the most useful animals to be domesticated by man and of the 45 distinct sheep breeds in 
Britain today, the sturdy slow maturing breed known as the ôRomney Marshõ sheep, ôRomneysõ or more commonly ôKentsõ can probably 
claim to be the most ancient.  Its existence considerably helped the woolen industry which was the premier industry of England from 

the 12th to the end of the 18th Century and in Tudor and Stuart England, export of wool and wool cloth accounted for some 75 per-
cent of the countryõs exports. 
Even today, the majority of the Kents in Britain are still to be found in their native country, where of the half million sheep that graze in 
Kent today, they are four times as numerous as any other breed.  Most of them are still to be found in the Marshes of South Kent which 

are collectively known as Romney Marshñan area of nearly 50,000 acres stretching from Hythe for about 17 miles round to Rye with 
its North West boundary formed by a semi-circle of low hills which were the former sea-cliffs.  During the Roman occupation much of 
the land was re-claimed from the sea by building drainage dykes and walls and the Romans went on to found the port of Romney 
after their own Rome.  Although much of this historic area is below sea level, the word õmarshõ is somewhat misleading for the level 

tract of rich pasture is protected from the sea on its South Eastern and South Western sides by a huge embankment and although the 
sea is close it is nowhere visible from the marsh.  Some parts of Romney Marsh were originally islands, Oxney being the largest and 
the district is still known as the Isle of Oxney today. 
These flat pastures which developed from the rich silt deposits provided rich grazing lands to which early people from the dense 

Wealden forest were attracted.  Many of the fields are small, often only about 20 acres or so, and because hedges and trees are 
scarce the boundaries are formed by dykes.  But the rich herbage and the absence of weeds makes Romney Marsh the best grazing 
land in the World for no other area can pasture so many sheep to the acre.  Some of the best pastures it has been said have carried 
up to 10 sheep per acre in Summer without any other fodder in comparison to sheep runs of the South Downs which will only carry two 

sheep. 
The history of sheep on Romney Marsh 
dates back many centuries for when the 
Romans came to Britain a young woolen 
industry was already in process of develop-

ment and it is likely that the South East even 
then, sustained a large sheep population.  
As early as AD.300 it is known that Britains 
wove fine wool for the Roman Emperors 

and the quality of British wool has been 
maintained ever since and is still highly es-
teemed abroad. 
Remains of ôRomneysõ dating from the Sax-

on times have been excavated in the sand 
dunes at West Hythe but these early crea-
tures bore little resemblance to their famous 
descendants that we know today.  Probably 

the earliest records date back to an Anglo 
Saxon Charter of AD.706 and at this peri-
od the sheep were probably bred for their 
milk for cheese making, 10 to 12 ewes be-

ing the equivalent of one cow. 
Towards the end of the 13th and the begin-
ning of the 14th century, a series of bad 
storms around Kent occurred, resulting in a 

tremendous loss of sheep.  Much of the Rom-
ney Marsh land was in the hands of the 
Monks of Christchurch Priory at Canterbury 
who were among the most advanced farm-

ers of their day, but even in these trouble-
some times when a large proportion of the monastic flock was lost and other sheep runs in the country were empty the Romney Marsh 
runs were maintained and even increased.  In the years that followed the Black Death in the middle of the 14th century rural popula-
tions were severely depleted; farm labour was becoming scarce and the huge flocks of Romney Marsh kept the ground in control. 

Kent continued to export wool in some quantity until the reign of Edward III, (1327 to 1377) who encouraged foreign weavers into  
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Lori Shea, winner of the raffle for the quilt donated to 

help support funding for the All American Junior Show, 
shows off her prize.  Lori is from Columbus, New Jersey 
and helped support the junior show with her purchase of 
the winning ticket. 

Charlene Carlisle organized this fund raising effort and 
encouraged board members and others to assist in sales 
of tickets.  Proceeds from the raffle paid for the Romney 

portion of the All American Junior Show. 
Thanks to all who purchased tickets, assisted with the 
youth activities and made it possible for junior members 

to participate in the Romney division. 

  Quilt Raffle Winner Helped Support Show 

Kent, who, with their excellent technical skills, made Kent not only a wool producing county but a county of weavers producing and 
exporting huge quantities of broadcloth.  For the next 200 years wool exports declined whilst exports of the homespun famous Kent-

ish broadcloth dramatically increased. 
Protestant Dutch weavers came to Kent in Tudor times followed by the Hugeunots, many of the weavers settling in The Weald which 
was considered a healthier place to live than the marsh.  The Wealden villages, especially around the Cranbrook area, had a plenti-
ful supply of running water from small streams which ran the fulling mills.  The cottage industry of carding and spinning in Kent was in 

advance of the rest of the country.  The Flemish weavers of Cranbrook, which in 1580 had a larger population than Miadstone, 
made three quarters of a 
mile of colourful broadcloth 
for Elizabeth I to walk on 

when she visited the town in 
1573.  Even in later years 
when the Kentish woolen 
trade had decayed Daniel 

Defoe reported n 1724 that 
the trade was still lingering 
in the Cranbrook area, but 
was reduced to making 

cheap sacking for hop bags. 
Because the wool export 
was one of Englandõs most 
profitable undertakings, the 

Crown son took control of 
the ôStapleõ - the official 
market to which all wool 
exports had to be sent be-

cause of the ease with which 
the collection of the huge 
revenues could be made.  
Being within such close prox-

imity to the coast it was 
obviously somewhat tempt-
ing for the Romney Marsh 
wool growers to avoid duty 

by illegally exporting their 
fleeces under the cover of 
darkness by boat across the English Channel.  It is from the illegal export of wool from the Kent and Sussex coasts that the English 
smuggling trade began.  It was not until much later that lace, tea and bradndy were smuggled to avoid taxes on these luxury goods, 

reaching a peak in the late 18th century.  ôOwlingõ is a Kent colloquialism meaning the illegal exportation of wool and those en-
gaged in the task were known as ôOwlersõ, no doubt because of their nocturnal way of life and methods of signaling to each other.  
This term was not used for the later import smugglers.  An attempt to reduce smuggling in the area during the reign of Edward III was 
to prohibit vessels from sailing up the river Rother for it was found that Romney Marsh wool was frequently being hidden in the holds 

of foreign trading vessels under a covering of firewood.   (to be continued) 
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Adaptable Romneys cont. from page 11 

Tawanda Farmsô reproductive rate sits right around 1.5 lambs per ewe, while with our lush pastures, we aim at and usually achieve 

an average of 2.0 lambs per eweðsometimes more. At both farms, regardless of our differences, we produce 115-120 pound finished 

lambs in seven to eight months. 

From this contrast, I rediscovered that we have in our pastures and paddocks an amazing breed geared for survival. In looking at only 

these two farms, we can see Romneys go from a dry, desert-like environment to wet, swampland; from temperatures at or over 100 

degrees to wind chills sometimes down to ï40. Our sheep are adaptable plus! These animals carry genes that were brought together 

centuries ago to create the Romney breed, and they work well in so many ways, and in so many environments! 

We, as Romney breeders, are lucky enough 

to be the stewards of the Romney legacy. 

Whether we continue to breed such adaptable 

animalsðwhether we have the expectations 

of our animals to live up to their heritage and 

their adaptabilityðis up to us. It is up to each 

of us, as a good steward, to mange our flocks 

and our breeding in such a way that we donôt 
lose the great treasure that we have been giv-

en. Once genes are lost,  once they are 

ñwatered downò by the intrusion of other 

genetics, they are lost and gone, never to be 

reclaimed in quite the same way. These 

Romney genes are entrusted to us to carry 

forward, in new combinations but with the 

strengths of this old breed. 

Quite honestly, this comparative experience 

has made me see my Romneys in a whole 

new way. I hope it does the same for you. 

Big E Wool Show & The Fiber Nook 
 
You already know that the Romney National 
Show, and National Sale, and a Fleece Show 
will be at the Eastern States Exposition in 

September.   
For ent ry info,  go to http: / /
w w w . t h e b i g e . c o m / f a i r /
agriculture/2010PremiumBook.asp for clas-

ses. And if you want to enter on line, go to 
http://www.thebige.com/fair/agriculture/
online_entry.asp The deadline is August 15. 
If you're planning to be watching shows  and 
in between want to help out at the Fiber 

Nook, they're looking for volunteers. (Pssst. I'm 
pretty sure you get an admission ticket in 
return for helping out, but I'm not sure. So just 
ask.)  

From the Big E's newsletter: The Fiber Nook 
needs you! Fleece and fiber enthusiasts who 
would like to volunteer their time should con-
tact Barbara Haberlin at (508) 637-1239 or 

at beadsheep@charter.net. The Fiber Nook is 
open during The Big E (Sept. 16-Oct. 2) from 
9am to 9pm. Fiber products on display are 
sold and benefit the New England Youth 

Sheep Show held here in July. Your support 
would be much appreciated. 
Mary Pratt 
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Above & Clockwise:  BSG CH ewe classðSilver Creek Lambscape 

CH & RCH.  BSG CH ram classðSilver Creek Lambscape CH, The 

Pines Farm RCH.  MDSWF Best FleeceðWindy Oaks, Anchorage 

and CH to Julian & Moore.  MDSWF Yearling ewe entries.  BSG 

yearling ram entries.  MDSWF CH Romney eweðLittle Hooves.  

MDSWF Best fleece RomneyðJustin Andress.  BSG final prep for the 

showðAce Vandernack and Randy Thompson.  


